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Brussels ‘Fears’ Greek EU Presidency 


BR2712160393 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 24 Dec 93 p 5 


[Article by Folkert Jensma: “Brussels Fears Greeks as 
President—Political Caprices and Crisis Create a Risk”’} 


[Text] Brussels, 24 Dec—From | January the European 
Union [EU] will be led by the politically most isolated 
and economically weakest member state—Greece. At 
any rate, this is the most widely heard judgment in 
Brussels about the new president of the European 
Council of Ministers for the coming half year. 


This week Greek Minister of European Affairs The- 
odoros Pangalos presented the provisional work pro- 
gram in Brussels. At once there was a lot to explain. 
Whether Athens was continuing to make reproaches to 
Europe about the recognition of Macedonia. Or whether 
it could once again cooperate with Bonn, after branding 
Germany as “a huge monster with a child’s intelligence.” 
These are just a small selection of the many question 
marks which are being placed over the forthcoming 
Greek Presidency of the unpredictable Prime Minister 
Papandreou. 


Bets are already being taken as to his first Euro-stunt. 
Eyebrows are raised at a rumor from the European 
Parliament that Papandreou will try to make Cyprus a 
member of the Union in January. A hollow gesture in 
Europe, but for the Greek political scene difficult to 
exceed in beauty. Nonetheless Pangalos did his best 
yesterday to come across as reasonable and efficient as 
possible. He is not a timid man. In his own country he 
has so far been the only politician with the guts to 
present the fight against European recognition of Mace- 
donia as a “lost cause.” 


The work program he presented was neutral-respectable 
and a model of loyalty to the European idea. The correct 
approach today: The now two-month old Union, which 
the Belgian president succeeded in putting on the rails, 
will be guided further and calmly by Athens. Greece is 
apparently not making a great effort to place its own 
stamp on the agenda. Greece’s previous presidencies in 
1983 and 1988 were, ultimately, also quite businesslike. 
A nondamaging, colorless, and relaxed half-year—if the 
Greek president provides this, Brussels will be happy. 


Pangalos caused a certain amount of stir only with his 
presentation of a study committee entrusted with the 
task of writing a European constitution. With four new 
member states the Union is bursting at the seams. 
Pangalos wants this matter to be put on the table, finally 
and fundamentally, not “on the level of ‘just one extra 
commissioner, and then we'll be O.K."” In so doing, the 
“institutional ghost” has once again been let loose—the 
paralyzing discussion on the constitutional shape of the 
Union (superstate or cooperation club), the division of 
power between large and small countries, the fate of 
national parliaments. 
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All subjects which the major states had hoped had been 
deeply buried for the time being with the [Treaty of] 
Maastricht ratification. But which, in Pangalos’ words, 
“come up again and again like the Loch Ness monster.” 
In any event Athens has stolen [EC Commission Presi- 
dent] Delors’ heart with this. The president frequently 
complained to the leadership in Brussels that with the 
extension “Europe is taking a major step forward, but 
nobody knows toward what.” 


In terms of content, the Greeks are placing the accent on 
the implementation of the Delors’ White Paper on 
Combating Unemployment and Improving Competi- 
tiveness. Iinmediately noticeable here was the minor 
importance accorded by the Greeks in this to the Maas- 
tricht Treaty’s strict requirements for the introduction of 
monetary union. “Satisfying the criteria for convergence 
must also involve the attainment of objectives in the real 
economy, of which citizens directly feel the conse- 
quences,” the new presidency stated. 


This is a clear warning to the northern member states, who 
are determined to cling tightly to the strict limitation of 
government deficits, national indebtedness, and inflation, 
before introducing a single currency. The Greeks visibly see 
a way out in the white paper: It contains mention of social 
dialogue, heavy government expenditure. and lowering 
interest rates. All plans that are close to the heart of 
Papandreou’s socialist government. 


In particular it is Greece’s poor economic situation in 
combination with the capricious Papandreou which 
make Brussels wary of the new presidency. Last year the 
country had an 18-percent rate of inflation and a gov- 
ernment deficit of 96 percent of gross GNP. Salaries tend 
to rise by an average 20 percent a year. A good 15 percent 
of the working population has guaranteed lifelong 
employment with the government in organizations with 
little purpose. The billions of ECUs which Brussels 
pumps into the Greek economy appear to evaporate 
immediately. While in Portugal, Ireland, and Spain 
structural funds are used for new infrastructures, in 
Greece EC subsidies end up being used for normal 
government expenditure. In 1985 Brusyels came to 
Greece's rescue with ECU 1.5 billion ECU, on condition 
that the (also then) Papandreou Government curb infla- 
tion and limit national debt. The socialist government 
succeeded in none of these—Brussels is still waiting for 
repayment. 


In 1990 President Delors warned the Greek Government 
that the country risked losing its international creditwor- 
thiness. This could also potentially jeopardize Greece's 
EC membership. Delors called the Greek accession 
forthrightly a “flop” and an “economic failure.” Never 
before had a member state been spoken to in such tough 
words by a Commission official. The honeymoon with 
Greece, which joined in 1981, was clearly over. The final 
end of the Cold War with the fall of the Berlin wall also 
played a role. Greece had lost its strategic value. The 
West's advanced bastion against the communist Balkans 
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had become a normal Mediterranean country, which 
needed to get its accounts into shape. 


Under Mitsotakis’ conservative government, which 
came to power at the beginning of the nineties, the turn 
seemed to have come. In March this year, Europe's 
ministers of finance agreed to the Greek convergence 
plan. An ambitious program of tax reforms, privatiza- 
tions, price liberalization, and civil service cuts had 
already reduced inflation from 19.7 percent in 1990 to 
12.6 percent this year. An end to rising national debt 
appeared in sight. And Athens had even applied to 
include the drachma in the system of stable exchange 
rates. Brussels assumed that “if this course continues” 
Greece might after all perhaps be able to join in eco- 
nomic and monetary union toward the end of this 
decade. The country received additional money from the 
new cohesion fund, so that it can count on ECU20 
billion from Brussels for the mext six years. In the 
meantime, 6 percent of Athens’ income comes directly 
from the EC. 


But the socialists’ reelection in October acted as a 
dampener. It did not escape Brussels’ notice that Papan- 
dreou’s first decision was to reverse Mitsotakis’ privati- 
zations. Just recently fighting took place in the streets of 
Athens between the police and the privatized bus 
drivers, required to hand over their newly bought buses 
to the state. Papandreou put together a cabinet of as 
many as 40 ministers, including, even in Greek terms, a 
large number of friends and family. The Greek former 
Commissioner Mrs. Vasso Papandreou (not family), well 
respected in Brussels, was passed over, while the prime 
minister's wife (a former stewardess) received a top 
political position. His personal physician also received a 
cabinet post. According to the authoritative British 
journal THE ECONOMIST, the government's new eco- 
nomic policy is taking place in “‘a shadowy fog.” And of 
all member states, should it be precisely this one which is 
supposed to lead the way in improving employment and 
competitiveness in Europe, as agreed at the last summit? 
In Brussels, skepticism is the dominant tone. 


* Brundtland: Europe’s Competitiveness 
Threatened 

94EN0177A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 4 Dec 
93 p3 


[Guest commentary by Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland: “European Cooperation on Employment”’] 


[Text] In Norway we are seeing clear signs that unem- 
ployment has leveled off and ermployment is on the rise. 
Even so, it is difficult to reduce unemployment in 
Norway significantly, if developments elsewhere in 
Europe continue to go in the wrong direction. As a result, 
it is absolutely necessary to have stronger international 
cooperation, with nations coordinating their measures to 
stimulate production and employment, writes Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland. 


FBIS-WEU-93-247 
28 December 1993 


Europe stands at a crossroads. If we cannot manage to 
cope with mass unemployment, we run the risk that the 
welfare state will wither in the very place where it was 
originally developed. 


Europe is in a deep economic crisis that has led to more 
people being out of work than at any time since World 
War II. While we are now seeing clear signs of economic 
recovery in the United States, unemployment continues 
to increase in most European countries. If this situation 
is not quickly turned around, Europe may well be forced 
to live a long time with high unemployment and wid- 
ening socioeconomic differences, with the threat this 
raises for social and economic stability. In 1994, there 
could be 23 million unemployed in West Europe. 


The challenges confronting each European nation are the 
same. The work to improve the environment must be 
stepped up, school and education sectors must be 
improved. A strong increase in the number of senior 
citizens a few years down the line will make great 
demands upon the health system and care-giving sectors. 
The fact that today many are out of work is thus not due 
to any want of projects needing to be solved. At the same 
time, the high unemployment rate is aggravated by the 
fact that many countries expend enormous sums on 
passive subsidization of the unemployed. This dimin- 
ishes a nation’s capacity for actively utilizing the 
national budget to bring unemployment down. 


In Norway, we have succeeded in turning events around 
because of what we ourselves have done. We see ever- 
increasing signs that the rise in unemployment has come 
to a halt and employment opportunities are on the 
upswing. However, it will be more difficult to bring 
unemployment down at home, if developments else- 
where in Europe continue to go in the wrong direction. 
In an open economy such as ours, we are affected by 
developments in other countries. There are limits to how 
long a country can continue to develop in a way that is so 
distinctly different from development in the countries 
with whom it deals with most. With increasing mutual 

among nations, traditional national guid- 
ance mechanisms no longer suffice. As a consequence, 
stronger international cooperation is required, in which 
countries coordinate their efforts to stimulate produc- 
tion and employment. 


This is the reason why the Social Democratic parties of 
Europe have so strongly advocated a joint, coordinated 
effort in dealing with unemployment. International 
engagement, capability, and willingness to commit <o 
binding cooperation across national borders has been a 
watchword of the European Social Democrats. The 
European Social Democratic Party, of which the Labor 
Party is now a member, has approved a manifesto stating 
that overall cooperation in many areas is needed in order 
to solve the most pressing problems of our times. We 
must stand together in the fight against nationalism and 
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racism, as well as in the effort to safeguard the environ- 
ment and strengthen the research and educational sec- 
tors. Not least important, nations must solve the unem- 
ployment problem collectively. Otherwise, we risk 
lagging behind the United States and the countries of 
Southeast Asia, with Europe becoming increasingly iso- 
lated. This is a situation that social progress in Europe is 
capable of halting and that social differences only exac- 
erbates. Were this eventuality to happen, it would also 
weaken our ability and our potential for integrating the 
former Iron Curtain countries economically, socially, 
and democratically into our Europe. 


The need for a coordinated and joint effort was also 
behind Norway’s initiative a year ago to strengthen the 
cooperation between the EFTA [European Free Trade 
Association] countries and the EC for the purpose of 
promoting employment. The EFTA nations have partic- 
ularly stressed measures designed to improve the trans- 
port systems in Europe, including a rumber of joint 
Nordic transportation projects. Among these projects are 
the bridge and tunnel connection between Malmo and 
Copenhagen, upgrading of highway connections between 
Oslo, Goteborg, and Copenhagen, road and seaway con- 
nections between Copenhagen, Goteborg, and Helsinki, 
and high-speed trains between the Nordic capitals. In 
addition, the EFTA countries have stimulated employ- 
ment through other public investment, private invest- 
ment, and extensive labor market measures. In their 
joint communique from Aland, the Nordic prime min- 
isters recently gave strong support to the EC-EFTA 


parinership on promoting employment. 


At the meeting of the European Council in Edinburgh in 
December of last year, the EC approved a measure on 
the Community level that called for a broader loan 
framework in the European Investment Bank and estab- 
lishment of a new European investment fund. It was also 
agreed that these measures should be supplemented with 
measures on the national level. In June, the EC Com- 
mission was given the task of working out a white paper 
with a plan for growth, improved competitiveness, and 
higher employment over the intermediate and long term. 
The white book will be presented to the European 
Council in Brussels on 10 and 11 December and will 
include analyses of the long-term challenges confronting 
the EC and a discussion on the type of measures needed. 
We must be prepared for some differences of opinion 
between the individual countries. The conservative and 
more liberal governments traditionally have greater faith 
in the market correcting the unemployment problems on 


its own, while the Social Democratic governments tradi- 
tionally see the need of more active government inter- 
vention. However, there is no doubt that the approval of 
these initiatives is responsible for the fact that the 
unemployment issue is receiving a much more promi- 
nent place than before on the political agenda of every 
European nation. 


Norway has much to contribute to such a partnership. 
The results that we have achieved are founded upon the 
idea that we must solve these problems through cooper- 
ation between state, employer, and employee organiza- 
tions within the framework specified under our interre- 
lated economic system. This has been formalized in 
Norway, as well as in Austria, through numerous wage 
policy agreements after World War II. We, in Norway, 
can point to excellent results in recent years, a period 
when Europe has experienced economic downturn and 
Stagnation and socioeconomic distinctions in many 
countries have become more marked. We have con- 
ducted a very active budget policy in recent years and 
utilized our capacity for action to the maximum. We 
now find ourselves in a position in which we must reduce 
the de‘icit in the national budget gradually and 
according to plan. 


A task force appointed by the European Social Demo- 
cratic Party and led by former Swedish Finance Minister 
Allan Larsson yesterday presented a report that will be 
an important initiative at the meeting of the European 
Council on 10 and 11 December and at the joint meeting 
of the finance ministers of the EC axd the EFTA nations 
on 14 December. This report, which will be discussed by 
the Social Democratic party leaders in a few days, 
advocates a national and international consensus and 
partnership model in which employers, employees, and 
governments of the individual countries would actively 
cooperate, and in which cross-border cooperation would 
be strengthened. It takes the position that Europe must 
endeavor to increase commercial investment and utilize 
the opporiunities offered by new technology if we are not 
to lag behind the United States and Southeast Asia. Not 
least, the report stresses improvement of our school and 
educational systems and upgrading of the effort to 
improve the environment. 


It is important that these initiatives, approved both 
within the EC and between the EC and the EFTA 
nations, will lead to concrete measures for reducing 
unemployment. If the situation is not quickly turned 
around, we “isk seeing the decade of the 1990's become 
the decade of lost opportunities. The challenge, as Willy 
Brandt put it, is that we are condemned to be either 
collectively creative or individually irrelevant. 
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Industry Sees Negative Economic Development in 1994 
AU2812104693 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
28 Dec 93 p 11 


[Report signed “mm”: “Industry: Downward Trend Will 
Continue” ] 


[Text] Vienna—For Austrian industry, 1993 was the 
“year of bitter truths,” and the coming year justifies only 
cautious optimism. In 1993, industrial production 
dropped by 4 to 5 percent, and there is no reversal in 
sight for 1994. Yet the downward trend should slow 
considerably. This was announced by Franz Ceska, sec- 
retary general of the Industrialists’ Association, at a news 
conference at the end of the year. 


Whereas a total of 6.5 percent of all employees in 
industry lost their jobs this year, about 3 percent 
(approximately 15,000 jobs) will be eliminated next year. 
Thur, the negative economic development will continue. 
No improvement is expected before the second half oi 
‘994 and 1995. The Industrialists’ Association considers 
a growth of 1.5 percent, predicted by the Austria Eco- 
nomic Research Institute, “the top limit,” but considers 
the OECD forecast of | percent more realistic. 


The Industrialists’ Association wants to repeat its pro- 
posal that Ascension Day and Corpus Christi Day should 
be transferred from Thursdays to the weekend. These 
holidays are no longer observed in other Catholic coun- 
tries either. The two days would lead to an increase in the 
GDP by about 13 billion schillings, and industry would 
save approximately 450 million schillings, Ceska 
stressed. 


A poll carried out by the Industrialists’ Association on 10 
December does not provide much cause for optimism 
either. “An improvement in industrial results can cer- 
tainly not be expected in the {rst quarter of 1994,” the 
head of the economic section of the Industrialists’ Asso- 
ciation, Erhard Fuerst, pointed out. 


The poll was carried out among 240 enterprises with a 
total of 123,000 employees. The questions concerned the 
orders on hand, orders from abroad, the number of 
employees, and economic expectations. Over 71 percent 
of the enterprises expect stagnating production output, 
and another 21 percent foresee decline; 81 percent 
described the number of orders on hand as too low, and 
71 percent expect a general decline in the number of 
employees. 


If Austria does not join the European Union, industrial 
enterprises might move to other countries, which would 
entail a loss of jobs, Secretary General Ceska warned. 


Contrary to the Industrialists’ Association, the Federal 
Economic Chamber expects an improvement in the 
economic situation as early as in the first quarter of 
1994. “The situation in the sphere of trade and com- 
merce is likely to stabilize as early e« at the end of 1993,” 
the head of the trade and commerce section, Werner 
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Hutschunski, stressed. The decline of the Austrian 
economy has already slowed, he pointed out. 


International Cocaine Ring Smashed in Vienna 


AU2712131393 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 27 
Dec 93 p 10 


[APA report: “Cocaine Ring Smashed in Vienna”™] 


[Excerpt] Vienna—After months of investigations, nar- 
cotics agents in Schwechat and Interior Ministry officials 
smashed an injernational cocaine ring. Nine suspects— 
Austrians and Nigerians—have been arrested, and 2.5 kg 
of cocaine have been impounded. The operation started 
on 31 July when the 30-year-old Nigerian Christian 
Anachuna arrived at Schwechat Airport from Lagos 


The double bottom of his traveling bag contained 1.2 kg 
of pure cocaine. The smuggler mentioned a certain 
“H.G.” who was supposed to take over the drugs in 
Vienna. The man turned out to be Hans-Georg Homo- 
latsch from Vienna's fifth district. More cocaine was 
discovered at his apartment. 


Since the police believed that dealers and prostitutes 
were hiding there it was put under surveillance and 
raided on 30 November. During this operation, 32- 
year-old Gerhard Seidl from Vienna, 33-year-old Nige- 
rian Obi Okoye Ogochukwu, who is married to an 
Austrian, and Hans-Georg Holomatsch were arrested. 
Another five arrests followed. [passage omitted] 


Police Arrest Italian Carrying 10 kg of Cocaine 


AU2712131593 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 24 Dec 93 p 7 


[Unattributed report: “Mafia Courier Caught Carrying 
10 kg of Cocaine”) 


[Text] A drug courier of the Italian Mafia, carrying 10 kg 
of cocaine, has been caught by the narcotics unit of the 
Schwechat airport police. As Colonel Adolf Rupf 
announced on Thursday [23 [C .cember], the Italian 
Patrizio R. (37) was expected by the agents when he 
arrived in Vienna aboard a Lufthansa plane from Buenos 
Aires via Frankfurt. 


After his entry into Austria, R. was observed because the 
police wanted to arrest possible buyers of the cocaine. 
The Italian boug’st a ticket for Rome at the southern 
railway station and then went on a sightseeing tour in 
Vienna. The police stopped his taxi and discovered two 
blocks of cocaine with a total weight of 10 kg. The 
arrested Italian has so tar declined to provide any details 
concerning his bosses, Colonel Rupf stated. 
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Hurd Calls on IRA To Stop ‘Prevaricating’ 
LD2712184393 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1812 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[By Chris Moncrieff and lan Graham, PRESS ASSOCI- 
ATION} 


[Excerpt] The IRA bomb blast only 16 minutes after the 
end of their 72-hour Christmas “cease-fire” shattered 
hopes today of an early end to violence in Ulster. 


The explosion, conJemned by politicians, came as For- 
eign Secretary Douglas Hurd, in an interview conducted 
before the Christmas break, appealed to the IRA to stop 
prevaricating over the British-Irish joint declaration— 
and to lay down their arms for ever. Mr Hurd warned 
that if the Provisionals refused to accept the Downing 
Street Declaration, then security measures would be 
stepped up against them. “You can expect no let-up and 
no quarter on that front,” he told them bluntly during 
the BBC Radio 4 Today programme. 


The blast, within the compound of the police station in 
the remote Co [County] Tyrone village of Fintona 
injured a man and a women and caused widespread 
damage to the base and surrounding homes. 


It came in clear defiance of appeals by the Queen, 
politicians and churchmen for the violence to end, and it 
destroyed the hopes of war-weary Ulster people that the 
“cease-fire” would continue as a truce while the IRA 
considered its response to the declaration. 


But hopes were not completely dashed either in London 
or Dublin where it was always realised that the IRA high 
command had a tough job on its hands to convince 
followers of the need to end the violence. Nevertheless, 
there is growing irritation in both governments that the 
Provisionals have given not the slightest indication yet 
that they will cooperate and enable Sinn Fein eventually 
to take part in talks about the future of the province. 


Mr Hurd used tough language today to tell the IRA that the 
path of violence was a blind alley leading nowhere. He said: 
“The agreement between London and Dublin has put pres- 
sure on the men of violence of a kind that they have not 
known for some time. That must be a good thing. What has 
happened is that the British and Irish Governments have, as 
it were, updated their attitudes and made it perfectly clear 
that for both of them consent is the key. I suppose the IRA 
have continued all these years because enough of them 
believe if they went on in this way the British Government 
and the British people would run out of determination on 
this. That could be their only calculation. They can now see 
that is not go’ xg to happen. What is more they can no longer 
exploit divisions between the British and Irish Govern- 
ments or stir up trouble in the United States as they have 
done in the past,” Mr Hurd added. 


The explosion was grected with dismay and fury 
throughout Northern Ireland coming, as it did, so 
quickly after the end of the IRA's so-called Christmas 
truce. But it came as little surprise to those Unionists 


UNITED KINGDOM 5 


who throughovt have been sceptical abcut, if not down- 
right hostile to, the Downing Street declaration. 


The Rev lan Paisley, leader of the Democratic Unionist 
Party, said after the bombing the “IRA killing monster” 
would not be appeased by the declaration. 


And Ulster Unionist MP for Strangford, John Taylor, said 
the blast had dashed the prospects for peace. “This incident 
is tou.!!y and utterly disgraceful. We have had three days of 
peace, everybody has enjoyed it. Sinn Fei and the IRA are 
supposed to be considering the joint declaration by the two 
prime ministers. There should have been no resumption of 
violence until they reached a definitive decision about their 


response.” [passage ornitied] 


Cocaine Seizure Links Mafia to Drug Smuggling 


LD2712224093 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 2227 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[By Michael Harvey, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] The Mafia was directly linked to drug smuggling 
into Britain for the first time after the seizure of a 
quarter of a tonne of cocaine, worth 70 million pounds 
sterling, Customs men said tonight. 


In a major international operation, anti-Mafia investiga- 
tors in Roms tipped off British Customs and Excise 
officials abcut a plan to smuggle Colombian cocaine. 


“The job was the province of the police in Rome,” a 
Customs and Excise spokesman said. “We were simply 
asked to look out for the shipment.” 


The anti-smuggling operation started last Wednesday 
[22 December] when the Colombian merchant vessel, 
Maipo, docked at Felixstowe in Suffolk. 


Customs men were already in position and watching as a 
container with specially-adapted hiding places was 
unloaded at the dock. 


The spokesman said: “This was 4 very large haul and 
quite a coup. This is the first confirmed involvement of 
the mafia in drugs smuggling into the UK. 


“Normal'y the drugs are brought in direct without the 
involvment of third parties in other European countries.” 


The drugs operation involvied customs and police forces 
in Italy, England and Colombia. 


As the British end of the operation continued, | wo 
Italians were arrested and 850 kilos of cocaine were 
seized in Sicily. 


Italian anti-Mafia investigators said the bulk of the ship- 
ments were from Colombia's notorious Medellin cartel. 


At Felixstowe, Customs officials arrested three men. 
Two appeared at Ipswich Magistrates Court today 
charged with drug smuggling and were remanded in 
custody. The third was released on police bail. 
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PKK Warns Europeans Against Travel to Turkey 
1.D2812094893 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0822 
GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DDP/ADN)}—The extremist Kurdi- 
stan Workers’ Party, which is banned in Germany, has 
warned all Europeans against traveling to Turkey. 
Anyone traveling to Turkey will be risking his life, Kani 
Yilmaz of the Kurdistan National Liberation Front 
(ERNK), the PKK’s representative in Europe, told 
STERN magazine . 


The lives of Germans cannot be guaranteed either. 
According to Yilmaz, the PKK campaign in Turkey will 
begin with full force in the spring of next year. Every 
mark spent by a tourist in Turkey means “ceath to 
someone in Kurdistan.” Therefore, tourism is a “serious 
target” for the PKK, Yilmaz stressed. 


Maastricht Critic Cooperates With Austria's 
Haider 


AU2812110493 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 28 Dec 93 p 2 


[Report signed “csc”: “Europe Critic Brunner Cooper- 
ates With Haider™] 


[Text] Munich—Maastricht critic Manfred Brunner and 
his mew conservative party want to cooperate closely 
with Austrian nationalist Joerg Haider. Brunner told 
SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG that he has agreed on 
mutual support with Haider, chairman of the Freedom 
Party of Austria. As Brunner repoits, in the 1994 Euro- 
pean election campaign, Haider will appear once “in 
every land” for Brunner’s new party. Brunner had first 
counted on cooperation with the Christian Social Union 
[CSU]. According to the former head of the Bavarian 
Free Democratic Party, Haider has been “wrongly” 
placed close to national socialism in Austria. “I think he 
is a liberal politician,” Brunner said, and he spoke of 
having common positions with Haider in European 
policy. Haider recently indicated that in 1994 he wants 
to run with his own “Liberal Party” in Germany and is 
on the point of establishi: ¢ contacts with the CSU. The 
CSU had categorically denied having talks with Haider. 
CSU spokesman Maximilian Schoeber! said that the new 
cooperation between Brunner and Haider is a “hopeless 
undertaking.” 


Bonn Sees EU Discrimination Against East 
Europe 


AU2812070893 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Dec 93 p 9 


[Report signed “Ho”: “Against the Discrimination of the 
East Europeans”) 


[Text] Brussels, 26 Dec—Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
and Economics Minister Guenter Rexrodt want to dis- 
cuss the elimination of the discrimination against the 
Central and East European countr.s in the sphere of 


trade with the European Commission early next year. In 
connection with the GATT decisions, the European 
Council of Ministers agreed after lengthy talks in mid- 
December that a decision by the Commission on the 
imposition of protective measures against imports can 
only be prevenied by a qualified majority of the Council 
of Ministers. As far as all the other third countries are 
concerned, the old regulation—that protective measures 
of the Commission can be lifted by a blocking minor- 
ity—continues to be in force. 

The Federal Government agreed only reluctantly to the 
discriminatory treatment of the Central and East Euro- 
pean states on the basis of the new instruments. It noted 
this “contradictory procedure” in the minutes. However, 
France woul! otherwise not have agreed to the GATT 
compromise. The British Government expressed its dis- 
pleasure with Bonn’s yieldingness vis-a-vis France only 
recently. This apparently encouraged Kinkel and 
Rexrodt to try and find a solution with the partners and 
the Commission in January without rejecting the formal 
decision. However, France and the Commission are not 
willing, for the time being, to give in to German pressure. 
Kinkel and Rexrodt can only hope for support by the 
liberal-minded governments of Great Britain, Denmark, 
and the Netherlands. 


The Commission has declared its support for the new 
regulations for the different countries. The responsible 
officials reject the reproach concerning arbitrary treat- 
ment and protectionism as unfounded. Only in well- 
founded cases, protective measures would be taken 
against Central and East European countries. Support 
was expressed for the simplification of dumping and 
subsidy procedures, on which the Council of Ministers 
can decide with a simple, instead of a qualified, 
majority. 


Kinkel Discusses Successful End of GATT Round 


AU2712142293 Bonn BULLETIN in German No 113, 
17 Dec 93 p 1251 


[Text of statement by Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel on 
16 December at the conclusion of the GATT Uruguay 
Round; place not given] 


[Text] Yesterday's successful conclusion of the GATT 
Uruguay Round is a victory of economic policy reason 
over the evil spirit of protectionism and isolation. It 
seems that the world has iearned its lesson from the 
previous experiences of misguided economic policy. 

In particular in a period of recession, of structural 
change, and of high unemployment it holds true: Who- 
ever isolates himself will lose everything in the end— 
prosperity, jobs, and finally any competition. Opening 
up and competition, on the other hand, raise the pros- 
pects of preserving markets and gaining new ones—and 
of keeping one’s own economy fit in the competition 
with other national economies in the world. In the end, 
everyone benefits from that. 
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During the seven years of often tough negotiations driven away in ethnic conflicts. We are profoundly 
among the more than 100 parties to the agrecment, shocked by what has happened and is still happening in 
Germany has worked with great energy for the conclu- _ the former Yugoslavia. 
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not even in the European Union. 


Finally, however, the insight won out: No member state 
of the European Union could have negotiated such an 


tially due to German dedication. 
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has visibly proved its worth despite all pessimism. 


Kinkel Defends Human Rights Policy 


AU2812065693 Bonn DAS PARLAMENT in German 
No $2, 24-31 Dec 93 p 4 


[“Excerpi” fron Fope gn Minister Klaus Kinkel’s speech 
at the Bundestag ¢rbute wn human rights policy in Bonn 
on 9 December: “Tsalogue Instead of Isolation”) 


[Text] “whoever violates human rights should not be able 
to sleep » /i,”’ Foreign Minister Kinkel says in connection 
with the Fedsia, Government's foreign policy. Neverthe- 
less, human rights pokcy in foreign relations also requires 
an essential degree of responsibility and a sense of reality, 
the minister says in response to those deputies who had 
previously expressed criticism of Bonn’s, in their view, too 


restrained policy. He can only warn against ideas of 


enforcing human rights only through pressure on state 
leadership:: Dialogue instead of isolation must remain 
the maxim of action. 

Yes, it is correct: Actually, one would have to despair. It 
continues to be shocking what is being done to helpless 
and innocent people in this world, which is still a most 
profoundly unjust one, and what human beings are doing 
to other human beings. 


In Europe, where, after the end of the East-West conflict, 
we hoped to build a new peace order under the rule of 
law, people are being tortured most cruelly, killed, and 


ularly affected. Tivey are the weakest sections of society; 
for the most part do not have a lobby; are particularly 
subjected to everyday violence, humiliation, and morti- 
fication; are forced into prostitution; are sexually 
abused; and are left without care or protection. Ves, the 
gap between generally recognized human rights and the 
frightening reality is big, too big. 

I can understand very well those who, in view of the 
terrible pictures and reports, become angry, outraged, 
and even discouraged. But the mere fact that these 
pictures reach us, that we a.. nolding this debate here in 
the Bundestag, is at least a small success. Because we get 
involved, because we have become sensitive, and 
because we keep insisting—we have to keep insisting, we 
must not stop asking about victims and perpetrators— 
the things that the perpetrators would like to hide are 
dragged out into the light. There is nothing that they 
have to fear more than attention, public interest, and 
political and private dedication. 


eS t what I have said several times: Whoeve7 
violates human rights should nei be able to sicep well. | 
those who do not permit these things to be 


ee eee oa eee denied or ignored: the 


fait 


together in the solidarity of democrats in our work for 
human rights. For German foreign policy human rights 
issues are of extraordinary importance. | would like to 
add that for me personally, as formers justice minister 
and longstanding state secretary in the Justice Ministry, 
they are very, very important. 


Mr. Bindig, what you said is not truce. | understand that 
you, as the opposition, criticize, even must criticize. But 
to say thai we are setting wrong priorities and that we are 
spending too little money on human rights is simply 
incorrect. We have dedicated ourselves ‘o human rights 
as much as possible—I will discuss this later on—and we 
will continue to do so. 


During my visits to many countries | have personally 
and repeatedly broached cases of human rights viola- 
tions and have urged change. | will continue to do so. 
The chancellor did so during his trip to China, and I did 
s too. You know that after my return from this trip | 
was criticized rather harshly for this. However, in con- 
trast to all those who bang their fists on the table and 
make big statements, | have achieved something in 
practixe. Yes, it can be proved that people were released 
and were sent from terrible prison cells to hospitals. We 
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are still taking care of them today, calmly and quictly 
and more effectively than if this were constantly being 
announced in public. For me actual help is important; 
that is the decisive thing. 


It is, after all, true that human rights policy in foreign 
relations requires responsibility and a sense of reality. 
Goenseaieetatadaaien intiatane, Uielenntahaniiiee 
or her. Therefore, this morning I received Salman Rushdie 
for a long talk an’ promised him once again the support of 
the Federal Government. I have said publicly that it ts 
unacceptable that this Fatwa is maintained further. The 
Iranian Government also hears this today fron this ros- 
trum: This cannot remain as it is; we will urge that. 


However, we cannot assume that our concept of human 
rights is slavishly adopted by other states and cultures. 
We cannot assume that we can enforce everything just 
with pressure on the leaderships. You know: Public 
statements do not help most of the time. Human rights 
policy is particularly difficult and complicated. Dia- 
logue, not isolation, and laying clear blame are necessary. 


We are also trying to maintain dialogue particularly with 
difficult states, whose governments do not shave our 
understanding of human rights, and to win them over to 
international cooperation in the field of human rights. In 
my view, this is the most effective way to help. 


I tell many people who currently criticize our policy 
toward Iran very harshly, that, in my view, it is better to 
pursue a pol'cy of critical dialogue—also because of the 
human rights violations that happen there. We do this 
publicly—at least I do it publicly—and quite clearly. 


Mr. Bindig brought up the issue of a human rights 
commissioner. In the Foreign Ministry we have a human 
rights coordinator, who was sent upon my initiative to 
consultations to China, Iran, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indo- 
nesia, and to many other countries. | claim it a bit to my 
credit that this has become the beginning of a human 
rights dialogue, which seemed inconceivable only a short 
time ago. I think this is an important and great success. 


We want to convince others, achieve results, zad not 
patronize them. Only if one maintains a dialcgue is it 
possible to speak for those who need help. 


Of courses, hur.an rights policy begins in one’s own country. 
As the FRG, we can be a credible partner in the interna 
tional dialogue and in international cooperation regarding 
human rights only if there ts no xenophobia and no violence 
against foreigners in our country. Of course, there is an 
enormous difference between a state's policy that promotes, 
permits, and covers up human rights violations and when in 
individual cases in a liberal rule-of-law state, of which we 
are proud, it cannot be prevented that xenophobic violence 
spreads. However—-and Mr. Baum is right—we are being 
watched very closely from the outside to see whether we can 
prevent Moelin, Solingen, and other things. We should 
orient ourselves toward this, and we have to permit our- 
selves to be measured by that. 
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Whoever violates human nights threatens peace. Of 
course, it is no surprise that the perpetrators deny this. 
They regularly claim that this is the state's internal affair. 
No, only where civic, economic, cul* wal, and religious 
rights of people and minorities are respected can there be 
internal and external stability. Having made this insight 
recognized all over the world is the great success of the 
Vienna human rights conference. For the first time more 
than 170 states committed themselves in a consensus to 
the universal validity of hur «sn rights. 


Like everywhere, we have constantly to learn new things 
regarding human rights, too: We know that social, eco- 
nomic, and technical developments are of great impor- 
tance for man’s dignity. Hunge. ..< impoverization are 
incompatible with human rights. The Vienna conference 
and the development that led to the Vienna conference 
hav-—thank God—strengthened our awareness of that. 


For the first time it has also been possible to adopt a 
concrete action program. The milestones are—ani this 
has already been mentioned—the unequivoca! vote for 
an international penal court; the high commissiorer for 
human rights, whom we Germans advocated in partic- 
ular; the establishment of the ad hoc tribunal for human 
rights violations in the former Yugoslavia in The Hague 
on 17 November, and the decision of the Human Rights 
Commission to introduce a special rapporteur for viola- 
tions of women’s human rights. 


Mr. Baum, from this rostrum | particularly thank you for 
your work. Much of what was achieved in Vienna and 
Geneva would not have been possible without your 
dedication. I would like to thank you very cordially fo. 
this. Yours is work that is sometimes done quietly, but ts 
enormously important. 


However, we all must not flag in our work. With tough- 
ness and insistence—toughness and insistence are part of 
implementing human nghts—must we work in imple- 
menting the Vienna action program. We are not alone in 
this. Thank God, the European Union is speaking with 
one voice on the human rights issuc. More and more 
states in the world are committing themselves to the duty 
to act as an advocate of human rights. Despite all the 
disappointment, which I mentioned at the beginning, 
there is also a little hope. (applause by the Free Demo- 
cratic Party of Gerraany and the Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Sucial Union) 


FDP Skeptical of Moeliemann's Candidacy Proposal 
AU2712144093 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 2° Dec 93 p 4 


[Report signed “fy”: “Skeptical Reaction io Mocile- 
mann's Proposal”] 


[Text] Bonn, 26 Dec—The chairman of the Free Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany [FDP] of North Rhine- 
Westphalia, Moeliemann, has suggesied that the FDP 
should participate in the Bundestag elections with its 
own candidate for chancellor—the former FDP 
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chairman and Foreign Minister Genscher. Referzing to 
Moeliemann’s intention, published in BILD shortly 
before Christmas, FDP Secretary General Hoyer showed 
reservation on Sunday evening [26 December]. Moctie- 
mann’s proposal has so far not been discussed by the 
FDP Presidium, Hoyer told DPA. He doubts the useful- 
ness of this idea. Also, he ‘s not sure whether the 
presentation of an independent candidate for char cellor 
by the FDP would be taken sufficiently seriously by the 
public, he stressed. It should first be clarified whether 
Genscher is willing to run. Moeliemzan has allegedly 
presented his ideas to the district organizations of the 
FDP in North Rhine-Westphalia and plans to submit the 
proposal officially at the Epiphany meeting of the FDP 
in North Rhine-Westphalia on 16 January. He believes 
that the FDP “should distance itself clearly from the 
crises-stnicken Christian Democratic Union/Christian 
Social Union [CDU/CSU], without abandoning the coa- 
lition immediately.” 


The future of the coalition after the elections was also 
discussed by Bavaria’s Minister-President Stoiber on 
Sunday. In an interview with Deuischlanufunk, he stated 
that he believes that “there are plans to continue the 
coalition after the elections.” He mentioned this in 
connection with the discussion about the nomination of 
a common candidate by the CDU/CSU and FDP for the 
president's office. After Heitmann’s withdrawal, ‘hc 
CDU/CSU 1s well advised not to present a candidaic 
formaily without cooraination within the coalition. Oth- 
erwise the candidate might be damaged and the discus- 
sion might continue in the same style as over Heitmarn’s 
candidacy. Since both sides want to continue the coali- 
tion, the question of a joint candidacy is of strategic 
significance. This means that a common candidate is 
required who, however, cannot be Hamm-Bruccher. 
Stoiber confirmed that already during the carly stage of 
the discussion, even before the CDU presented Heit- 
mann, his party suggested the president of the Federal 
Constitutonal Court, Roman Herzog. 


Hoyer also commented on the issue of a common can- 
didate for the chancellor's office on Sunday. He hinted 
that the FDP does not yet see such a soliiion. His party 
sees no need to urge such a solution because Hamm- 
Bruecher 1s an excellent candidate. “The FDP sees no 
need to reconsider the candidacy of a generally acknow!l- 
edged politician just because the other party has lost its 
candidate.” Referring to the FDP's major issues in the 
upcoming election campaign, Hoyer stressed that the 
creation of new jobs through the development of new 
production methods and new markets will be accorded 
pa. icular importance besides human rights, tolerance, 
and op2nness to the world. 


The CDU/CSU also plans to focus on the current eco- 
nomic problems. 5toiber pointed out on Sunday that the 
number one topic in the election campaign will be 
Germany's attractiveness as an economic base and thus 
the safeguarding of jobs. This means that new ideas are 
required. Innovation must be given priority and a posi- 
tive atittude toward technical developments must be 
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restored. It no longer exists in Germany, as the discus- 
sion about genetic engineering, nuclear energy, and 
nuclear fusion has shown. Moreover, the entrepreneurs 
must make greater efforts to open up new markets, 
particularly in Asia. The big dilemma of the CDU is 
currently that it is split over basic issues. 


Stoiber rejected all considerations aimed at forming a 
grand coalition after the Bundestag elections. A grand 
coalition would only lead to an exacerbation of the 
problems because the decisionmak:ng processes tha! ar: 
considered tedious and lengthy by the voters already at 
this point would become even more complicated. This 
problem becomes even worse because amendments to 
the Basic Law, required in connection with the asylum 
issue and the nursing-care :msurance, are only possible 
with the opposition. People are fed up with endless 
speeches while the problems remain unresolved. 
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AU2812075693 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
27 Dec 93 p 32 


|/nattributed report: “Entering No-Man’s Land”] 


[Text] The CDU [Christian Democratic Union| and the 
CSU [Christian Social Union] have never been as weak 
as they have been this year. Kohl has reduced the 50.2 
percent that the CDU/CSU obtained in 1957 when 
Adenauer was elected to 35 percent. 


The SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] too only 
obtained a maximum of 39 percent in the 1993 Emnid 
polls. Whether it will remain the strongest party and win 
the October 1994 Bundestag ciections remains to be 
seen. The two parties have usually been too close to each 
other. 


“t is also uncertain whether only the FDP [Free Demo- 
cratic Party] and the Alliance 90/Greens will enter the 
next Bunde», ag along with the SPD and the CDU/CSU. 


The Republikaner heve obtained 3 or 4 percent more 
often than 5 or 6 percent, but they do have a lot of 
sympathizers. Eleven percent of the Federal Republic's 
citizens would welcome” their appearance in Bonn, and 
as many as 20 percent express “unders! nding for radical 
right-wing tendencies.” The success or failure of the 
Republikaner will be decided «n the west, because they 
enjoy more popularity there than in the cast. 


Despite their successes in Brandenburg, the PDS's [Party 
of Democratic Socialism] chances are much poorer. At 
the end of 1993, the PDS had mere supporters than in 
the 1990 Bundestag elections, but i* siee's almost twice 
as many to obtain more than 5 percen’ across the 
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country. The PDS can only hope to win three direct 
seats. In 1990, Gysi obtained the only seat, in east Berlin. 


At the end of 1992 and the beginning of 1993, the 
distance that many citizens felt separated them from 
Bonn’s politics and parties initially grew and then 
remained almost the same throughout the year. 


There is greater apathy than before. The major parties 
have lost many people and neither will be able to achieve 
40 percent again. In 1993, there were relatively static 
majorities that expressed dissatisfaction with the govern- 
ment, but also with the opposition. Most people expect a 
change, but not a radical transformation. 


Most believe that the problems have increased, but the 
ability of the parties to solve them has declined. Forty- 
five percent believe that “no party” is able to solve them. 


Confidence in the parties has also fallen to the lowest 
levels that Emnid has ever recorded (from 51 percent to 
23 percent) and so has satisfaction with the political 
system (from 74 percent to 28 percent). 


Many Germans have stopped changing from one party to 
another, and remain in the no-man’s land of the non- 
voters: The parties can no longer count on almost a 
quarter of the country’s citizens. 


Poll Shows Foreigners Favor Social Democratic 
Party 

AU2812121093 Munich FOCUS in German 27 Dec 93 
pp 52-56 


[Report by Eugen Georg Schwarz: “The SPD Is the 
Favorite™’] 


[Text] If foreigners, who live in Germany, were per- 
mitted to vote for the Bundestag and the Landtage, their 
votes would cause a political shift toward the Left. This 
was discovered by the “Marplan” poll, ordered by 
FOCUS, among the more than 2.3 million Turks, Ital- 
ians, and former Yugoslavs. 


If elections were held next Sunday, 38.7 percent of these 
groups of foreigners would vote Red-Green—Social 
Democratic Party [SPD] 32.1 percent, Greens/Alliance 
90 6.6 percent. The Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU] would be well 
beaten into second place with only 13 percent. The Free 
Democratic Party [FDP] has practically no support 
among the polled foreigners: It received only | percent of 
the votes. A total of 15.4 percent of the Turks, Italians, 
and Yugoslavs would not vote at all; 25.7 percent would 
not know for whom to vote. 


Remarkable: Both the CDU/CSU (15.3 percent) and the 
SPD (38.7 percent) would be elected primarily by men. 
Only 10.1 percent of the women would vote for the 
CDU/CSU; 23.7 percent would vote for the SPD. 
Regarding the Greens/Alliance 90, the proportion would 
be the other way round: 5.3 percent of the men but 8.3 
percent of the women would vote for them 


FBIS-WEU-93-247 
28 December 1993 


As regards the age groups of potential foreign voters, the 
CDU/CSU has little support among those under 40 (10.1 
percent) in particular. Support for the CDU/CSU is 
highest (20.2 percent) among those over 50. The SPD has 
the most sympathizers among those under 50 (33.5 
percent) and the fewest among those over 50 with 26.5 
percent. The Greens/Alliance 90 would be elected by 
21.2 percent of those under 30 but only by 13.8 percent 
of the older people. 


If one uses the absolute proportions of votes gained in 
this poll and about 60,000 to 65,000 votes per place on 
the ticket as a basis for calculations, then the SPD would 
get 12 to 13 Bundestag seats (750,000 votes) if the polled 
foreigners were permitted to vote, the CDU/CSU would 
get four to five (305,000 votes) and the Greens two to 
three (154,000 votes). Calculated on the basis of the 
more than 4 million foreigners, who have their perma- 
nent residence in German, these votes would almost 
double. CDU/CSU and FDP might then just have a very 
narrow majority in the Bundestag. 


An additional consequence of suffrage for foreigners 
would be: All constituencies and voting districts, in 
which the CDU/CSU won only with a narrow majority, 
might go to the SPD with the help of our foreign 
fellow-citizens. This would be particularly true in local 
elections in towns with a high proportion of foreigners, 
e.g. in Berlin, Frankfurt, and Munich. 


The interest among the foreigners polled by ““Marplan™ 
in being permitted to vote in Bundestag and Landtag 
elections is, however, not quite as great as expected: 56 
percent came out in favor of suffrage; only 17.6 percent 
said no; 26.2 percent did not care. 


Participating in decisionmaking in local policy by voting 
in elections is a right that is claimed by far more of those 
polled, namely by 67.5 percent. According to a ruling by 
the Federal Constitutional Court, this is guaranteed for 
citizens of European Union countries anyway. At the 
moment, however, this applies only to the Italians 
among those polled by ““Marplan.” 


“Which party, do you think, represents the interests of 
foreigners in Germany best?”—Here, too, the CDU/ 
CSU received bad marks and was named by only 11.2 
percent of those polled. A total of 31.6 percent, on the 
other hand, voted in favor of the SPD and 8.6 percent for 
the Greens/Alliance 90; 18.6 percent said: “none of the 
parties.” 


However, even if there were parties that very specifically 
represented the interests of Turks, Italians, and people 
from former Yugoslavia who live here, the response 
would not be overwhelming at all: Only 40.7 percent of 
the polled foreigners would vote for such a party; 28.6 
percent said no; 30.5 percent would be undecided in such 
a case. 


The strongest support would be gained by a “national” 
party among the Turks (43.4 percent); 39.8 percent of the 
former Yugoslavs and 34.2 percent of the Italians would 
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also vote for their own party. So far—since foreigners are 
still not permitted to vote—the founding of such parties 
is not in sight. 


The FOCUS poll about the most popular active German 
politicians yielded a surprising result. Here it is not SPD 
Chairman Rudolf Scharping who is the leader but— 
CDU Chairman Helmut Kohl. A total of 13.8 percent 
placed Kohl at the head of the scale of popularity, only 
following Richard von Weizsaecker (who is left out of 
the competition). Rhineland Palatinate Minister Presi- 
dent Scharping, on the oti.-r hand, has to content 
himself with fourth place. 


A total of 11.5 percent of the polled foreigners placed 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher after Kohl (13.8 percent) in second 
place. He is followed—surprisingly—by Oskar Lafontaine 
with 6.7 percent, before Rudolf Scharping with 5.7 percent. 
All others remain below the “5-percent threshold”: Rita 
Suessmuth (4.8 percent), Klaus Kinkel (2.8), Wolfgang 
Schaeuble (2.1), and Norbert Bluem (2.0). 


Helmut Kohl experiences the greatest acceptance among 
the former Yugoslavs (31.6 percent, Scharping 22.8) and 
the lowest acceptance among the Turks (20.6 percent, his 
opponent gets 26.1 percent). A total of 21.8 percent of 
the Italians voted for Kohl and 26.4 percent for Rudolf 
Scharping. Scharping is also ahead in the age group of the 
foreigners up to 40, while Kohl is ahead among those 
over 40. 


It is not to be expected that these popularity values will 
be turned into votes, because there is no amendment to 
the Basic Law to give foreigners suffrage in sight. There 
is another way to influence the composition of the 
German parliaments, however, and that is via German 
citizenship. 


The urge to become German, however, is not as great as 
many think. “Have you ever thought of applying for 
German citizenship?” “Marplan” asked. Almost two- 
thirds (65.8 percent) answered: “‘No, I will not apply for 
German citizenship.” Only 7.2 percent have already 
applied; 27 percent plan to do so. 


The former Yugoslavs are most interested in becoming 
Germans—44.4 percent. Then come the Turks with 33.6 
percent, and the Italians with 23.4 percent. 


Those polled gave as the main reasons why they want to 
become Germans: “Because I like to live here” (28.2 
percent); “Because then it will be easier to live here” 
(26.9 percent); “Because I want to stay here forever” (24 
percent); “Because I have economic advantages as a 
result” (9.6 percent); “Because I feel like a German” (7.1 
percent); and “Because it would ensure my job” (6.2 
percent). 


The majority of foreigners do not want to give up their 
current citizenship for the benefit of German citizen- 
ship: 61.4 percent would reject this (Italians 70.1, Turks 
64.3, former Yugoslavs 47.3 percent). 
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The response to the possibility of having both citizen- 
ships is quite different. On behalf of FOCUS, “Marplan” 
asked those who had previously said that they are not 
interested in German citizenship: “If you could get 
German citizenship in addition to your current one, 
would you then want to become a German?” A total of 
44.8 percent answered this question in the positive, 50.8 
percent in the negative. 


Those who have already applied for German citizenship 
or want to, would prefer to be both: Italian, Turk, 
Yugoslav and German. A total of 75.8 percent would like 
to keep their current citizenship, only 23.6 percent 
would give it up. 


Police Report Attacks on Foreigners Over 
Holidays 

AU2812070693 Berlin DIE WELT in German 27 Dec 
93 p2 


[Unattributed report: “Further Attacks on Foreigners” 


[Text] Foreigners and resettlers were the targets of attacks 
that occurred in Brandenburg and Schieswig-Holstein over 
the Christmas holidays. Police say no one was injured in the 
attacks. Following an attempted bombing attack on an 
asylum seekers’ home in Hohenstein-Steckenroth, Hesse, an 
arrest warrant was issued for a man who has confessed to the 
incident. The 20-year-old man said his motive was a hatred 
of foreigners. 


According to police, a fire in an asylum seekers’ home in 
Nuremberg, in which one Turkish man died, was an 
accident that had no political background. 


SPD Cites Conditions for Nursing Care Insurance 
AU2812121393 Hamburg BILD in German 28 Dec 93 p 2 


[Report by Dirk Hoeren: “SPD: Nursing Care Insurance 
Only If Five Conditions Are Met”] 


[Text] A new round has started in the debate over 
nursing care insurance. The Social Democratic Party 
[SPD] does not want to continue talks before the gov- 
ernment improves the draft. The deputy chairman of the 
SPD Bundestag group, Dressler, told BILD: “Our aim is 
not only to prevent the abolition of a second holiday.” 


The SPD insists on the fulfillment of the following five 
conditions: 


1. Autonomy in bargaining must not be infringed upon 
and holiday pay must not be reduced. 


2. No second holiday must be abolished. 


3. For short-time nursing care and nursing care during 
vacations, an additional 700 German marks [DM] per 
month must be paid, for home nursing in stage three 
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DM550 more, and for home nursing in stage two an 
additional DM300 in material support. 


4. The funds to boost the economy in the east, involving 
DM800 million annually, must largely be provided from 
the federal budget and not from the premiums for 
nursing care. 


5. The communes must be obliged to invest social 
benefits that can be saved as a result of nursing care 
insurance in the sphere of nursing, that is, in the con- 
struction of old people’s homes, for example. 


Industry Welcomes Waigel Pledge Against More 
Tax 

AU2712151293 Berlin DIE WELT in German 27 Dec 
93 pl 


[Report by Heinz Heck: “German Industry Is Relieved” 


[Text] Bonn—German industry welcomes the finance 
minister's promise not to introduce any more tax 
increases next year. 


Following earlier comments by Chancellor Kohl, Theo 
Waigel once again assured WELT AM SONNTAG that 
the 7.5 percent solidarity surcharge on income tax on 
wages and salaries, which was agreed as of 1995, will not 
be brought forward to 1994. 


Franz Schoser, managing director of the Federation of 
German Chambers of Industry and Commerce, told DIE 
WELT: “It would be a good idea for the finance minister 
to stick to his opinion in 1994 and enforce it politically. 
He has the full support of industry, even if this is only 
possible through further cuts in expenditure.” Schoser 
considers this comment to be a “good sign for estab- 
lishing the absolutely necessary discipline in budgetary 
and fiscal matters.” 


Ludolf von Wartenberg. managing director of the Fed- 
eration of German Industry [BDI], has also welcomed 
Waigel’s statement. Talking to DIE WELT, he pointed 
out, however, that in 1994 taxes on mineral oil, petro- 
leum, and diesel, as well as contributions toward pension 
insurance, will be increased anyway, and a contribution 
toward nursing insurance might be introduced. 


In a list of measures that it handed to the government, 
the BDI, among other things, demanded that the idea of 
social nursing insurance financed by contributions be 
abandoned to “safeguard Germany as a production 
location.” “Compulsory private insurance with capital 
cover, combined with a fund for acute cases requiring 
nursing” should be introduced instead. 


Ludolf von Wartenberg is confident that Waigel will be 
able to keep his promise not to introduce any more tax 
increases. Like Schoser, he recommends a consolidation 
course: cutting expenditure rather than increasing rev- 
enue. “Politicians have realized this,” von Wartenberg 
points out. Waigel’s comment is based on “serious 
calculations.” If unexpected costs have to be met for the 
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1994 labor market, consumer expenditure will have to be 
cut elsewhere. Ludolf von Wartenberg reminds Waigel 
that he ought to present guidelines on the continuation 
of the corporation tax reform for the next parliamentary 
term before the end of 1994. 


‘Moderate’ Ecenomic Recovery Predicted for 1994 
AU2812075293 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Dec 93 p 9 


[Report signed “St”: “Moderate Recovery in the New 
Year” ] 


[Text] Duesseldorf, 26 Dec—The Rhineland- 
Westphalian Institute for Economic Research (RWI) 
expects a moderate recovery for 1994. From the spring 
on, a slight upward tendency will occur in western 
Germany. The GDP will increase by approximately | 
percent, after an expected 1.75-percent decline in 1993. 
The institute hopes for impulses from West European 
demand and from growing investment activities as a 
result of low interest rates and expected higher profits. 
However, this is not sufficient for a reversal of the 
development in the sphere of employment. Thus, the 
number of registered unemployed in western Germany 
will rise by approximately 400,000 to 2.6 million, and 
the unemployment rate will increase from 8.2 to 9.5 
percent. Because of the continuing weakness of eco- 
nomic growth, the inflation rate will stabilize at an 
annual average of about 3 percent. The more favorable 
development in the west is expected to boost the process 
of recovery in the east which slowed down in 1993. The 
east German GDP will increase by 7.5 percent (after 
about 6 percent). Yet the number of unemployed will 
remain approximately 1.2 million. The cost of living will 
rise about 4.5 percent after the process of adaptation to 
western prices has clearly slowed down. 


Minister Says Economy Has ‘Bottomed Out’ 


LD2812102293 Berlin DDP/ADN in Gernian 0904 
GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—In the view of German Eco- 
nomics Minister Guenter Rexrodt (FDP), the German 
economy has bottomed out. Rexrodt thus expects growth 
of between 0.5 and | percent in western Germany, and 
economic growth of 7.5 percent in eastern Germany. 


However, a decline in employment and corresponding 
increase in unemployment could not be avoided in 
western Germany next year, Rexrodt said in Bonn today. 
The German Government's economic policy was there- 
fore “fully concentrated on the task” of halting the 
reduction in jobs and promoting the creation of new 
employment opportunities. 
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“mployment Office President Urges Innovation 
AU2812120793 Munich FOCUS in German 27 Dec 93 
pp 22-24 


[Interview with Federal Employment Office President 
Bernhard Jagoda by B. Baeumlisberger and H. Weber; 
place and date not given: “Part-Time Work Must Be 
Forced”’] 


[Text] [FOCUS] You have been president of the Federal 
Employment Office for a year now. There are currently 
3.5 million unemployed and 770,000 short-shift 
workers. Is your job frustrating? 


[Jagoda] It must not be frustrating. I have no right to be 
frustrated. Nor are we as unsuccessful as has occasionally 
been claimed. If we did not have the Federal Employ- 
ment Office, we would have 1.9 million unemployed 
more. 


[FOCUS] Does this mean that 1.9 million people work in 
the scope of job creation or similar measures? 


[Jagoda] Not only that. There are also the options of 
early retirement, preretirement pay, and short-shifl 
work. 


[FOCUS] Do we have to put up with high unemploy- 
ment figures? 


[Jagoda] The forecast for 1994 is realistic and marked by 
optimism. We are expecting the cycle to accelerate again 
next year. But even then we will have to consider an 
increase in the number of unemployed to 2.6 million in 
the old federal laender and 1.2 million in the new 
laender. The labor market is a late indicator. The eco- 
nomic cycle eases our problems but does not abolish 
unemployment. With an estimated growth of 2 percent, 
productivity will also increase by at least 2 percent. 


[FOCUS] Are recession and German unity responsible 
for the high unemployment figures, or are there also 


homemade problems? 


[Jagoda] Unemployment would in any case have come in 
the old Federal Republic—and it would have been more 
serious—even if Germany had not been united. I am 
convinced of this. Compared with developments in our 
neighbor countries, the economic cycle in Germany 
increased in 1990 and 1991 as a result of unification, 
whereas it decreased in those countries. There is a 
general recession on the world market. Business and 
industry in our country must become more aggressive 
and must fight for market shares. 


Made in Germany is a good trade mark, and it should 
also be present on new markets. 


[FOCUS] Everywhere people are trying to find ways to 
redistribute work, including with Volkswagen. What do 
you think about the new working hour models? 


[Jagoda] This is a genuine innovation. It would, however, be 
a wrong way to try to use the Employment Office’s solidarity 


GERMANY 13 


coffers for cost cuts in companies. In my view, part-time 
work offers a good chance to get away from the high basic 
unemployment. We should force this. 


[FOCUS] Does it really make such a great difference? 


[Jagoda] We know that much more employees would 
work part-time if they could. In Germany, as many as 2.5 
million employees working full-time would do so. In this 
respect, we cannot be satisfied with our statistical rank, 
we are holding a lower place worldwide. Our share in 
part-time work is 16 percent. The Netherlands, for 
instance, has a share of 30 percent. If we had this share, 
we could employ up to 2 million people more. 


[FOCUS] The labor market is changing. In which sectors 
will jobs continue to be shed, in which branches will jobs 
be created? 


[Jagoda] We will have losses in the manufacturing trade. 
The 30-percent share cannot be maintained, but will 
balance out at 25 or 26 percent. We will, however, 
continue to need a major part of these jobs. The current 
development shows that our showpieces are in bad 
shape—the vehicle and engineering sectors, the elec- 
tronics industry, and the elecirical engineering branch. 
In these sectors, productivity increases will result in the 
loss of jobs. 


Employment problems, however, cannot be solved with 
services and blueprints alone. We continue to need a 
strong industrial core. 


[FOCUS] Did German entrepreneurs miss develop- 
ments? 


[Jagoda] Regrettably, this holds true for many of them. 
According to one of our polls, 40 percent failed to pursue 
innovative activities in the last two years. That is too 
much. 


[FOCUS] What could Bonn do to stimulate such activities? 


[Jagoda] The Federal Government should promote 
research projects on the basis of success. The state could, 
for instance, do so by granting tax allowances only after 
a research project has proved to be successful. 


[FOCUS] Is the private sector doing enough to create 
jobs? 


[Jagoda] No, it should do much more. We did not lose 
markets abroad because we were courageous, but 
because we adjusted to the situation and said: “Well, the 
Japanese rank first.” But why? They did not always rank 
first, nor do they have to rank first forever. 


We must enlarge our share in the world markets through 
modern products, we must create new jobs through 
innovation. We cannot compete with wages, but only 
with the quality of our products. 
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[FOCUS] Your fellow party member, Wolfgang Schaeu- 
ble, Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social 
Union [CDU/CSU] Bundestag floor leader, would like to 
create incentives for the jobless by reducing unemploy- 
ment benefits and unemployment assistance. 


[Jagoda] I highly respect Mr. Schaeuble, but I must say 
that you cannot motivate people with lower unemploy- 
ment benefits or assistance. | assume that the unem- 
ployed are motivated, but we do not have enough jobs. 
What I need is jobs. Just think about the nursing care 
insurance. In outpatient care alone, 150,000 new jobs 
could be created. 


[FOCUS] In your view, is the difference between unem- 
ployment benefits and net incomes large enough? 


[Jagoda] It is. It is large enough because I do not have to 
consider the statistical average, but the individual case. 
Under the new laws, an unemployed person without 
children gets 60 percent of his last net income. Accord- 
ingly, persons with a net income of 2,000 German marks 
[DM] would then get DM1,200, for which they would 
have to pay rent and other running costs. Unemployed 
persons would very much like to work because a suc- 
cessful professional life is also necessary for their sense of 
self-worth. 


[FOCUS] Would a secondary labor market with open 
pay settlements help? 


[Jagoda] I can only “arn about pay settlement opening 
clauses. It would be short-sighted to believe that in bad 
times, one could gain a competitive advantage by paying 
DM12 instead of the agreed DM15. 


Let me add that the money that is needed for the second, 
third, or fourth iabor markets must be earned on the first 
labor market. If this labor market is so good that the 
required money could be earned, we would not need the 
second labor market. 


[FOCUS] Regarding unemployment insurance contribu- 
tions, have we arrived at the end of the pole? 


[Jagoda] Yes, the contributions cannot be increased. A 
total of 6.5 percent is the maximum. Once we have a 
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relatively equal labor market in the east and the west, we 
must reduce the contribution and be satisfied with a 5 
before the comma. 


[FOCUS] When will this be the case? 


[Jagoda] By the turn of the millennium, I think. The 
tendency is toward beiter conditions. Labor administra- 
tion in eastern Germany offers 10,000 jobs more every 
month than in 1992, currently between 60,000 and 
70,000 jobs every month. 


[FOCUS] How often do job creation, advanced training, 
and retraining measures in eastern Germany lead to 
concrete employment? 


[Jagoda] In the case of advanced training and retraining, 
the Federal Employment Office does not have to pay 
benefits in 80 percent of the cases involved; regarding 
job creation measures, far more than 50 percent do not 
receive benefits from us anymore. 


[FOCUS] The Federal Employment Office has been 
accused of just doing administrative work, instead of 
shaping the labor market.... 


[J ] The administration of the Federal Employment 

ice must be streamlined. For this purpose, we have 
created working groups. We are not without fault, but we 
are better than our reputation. 


[FOCUS] Many people call for the abolition of your job 
procurement monopoly. 


[Jagoda] A monopoly is certainly not the best option 
regarding the procurement of jobs. But we do not have 
such a monopoly now. The first way to find a job is the 
newspaper advertisements. However, private job pro- 
curement makes the labor market less transparent. Pri- 
vate job procurers can only do business with their 
knowledge by taking the pickings. But we, too, must 
improve and make our procurement fit better to the 
purpose. 


[FOCUS] What do you as father of two children recom- 
mend to young people for their professional future? 


{Jagoda] A youth’s wish, what he would like to be, still is 
the best motivation. If eventually he has to change, its 
okay. At present, those who have worked in a company 
40 years and longer are awarded. In the next century, 
those will be awarded who have learned five professions 
and have never been jobless. | am convinced this will be 
the development. 
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Kosovo’s Rugova Briefs Veil on ‘Serious Situation’ 


AU28 12085393 Tirana ATA in English 1120 GMT 25 
Dec 93 


[Unattributed report: ““Greater Commitment 
Demanded to the Solution of the Question of Kosova’— 
From the Meetings of President Rugova in Paris”] 


[Text] Tirana, December 25 (ATA)}—Over his stay in 
Paris, Rugova, the president of Kosova met on 
December 22 with the French minister of health and 
social questions and with the deputy of the European 
Parliament, Simone Veil. Dr. Rugova informed Mr. Veil 
of the situation in Kosova and the serious situation in 
the health sector. He stressed that European Commu- 
nity, and in this context France as well, may contribute 
to easing the grave social and medical situation in 
Kosova. Mr. Veil said that the situation in Kosova is a 
worry for the international community and expressed 
the need of a greater commitment to the solution of the 
question of Kosova. 


President Rugova also met in the French National 
Assembly with deputies, members of the Friendship 
Committee With Kosova in the French Parliament. The 
chairman of this committee, Deputy Pierre Delmar, 
pointed out that events in Kosova are closely followed in 
France. He said that the committee on Kosova will 
continue to work for the question of Kosova. 
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UNESCO Director, Rugova Discuss Education 
Concerns 


AU2812084693 Tirana ATA in English 0917 GMT 24 
Dec 93 


[Text] Tirana, December 24 (ATA}—On December 22, 
Frederico Major, director general of UNESCO, received 


, expressing UNESCO's 


help stabilize life there and begin dialogue on it. 
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Election Postponed; Ciampi To Face 
No-Confidence Debate 

BR2712140593 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 24 
Dec 93 p 3 


[Report by Sandra Bonsanti: “Postponement Party's 
Last Charge] 


[Excerpts] Rome—The no-confidence motions against 
the Ciampi government have already achieved their first 
result: Elections will no longer be held on 20 March but 
probably on 27, Palm Sunday, or 10 April. And a debate 
on the government will begin in parliament on 12 
January. 


The decision that a parliamentary debate was no longer 
avoidable was made during a long meeting at the Quiri- 
nale [president's palace] between Scalfaro and the Senate 
and lower house speakers together with Prime Minister 
Ciampi. All the eventualities were examined and all the 
risks were discussed, as were the unspoken designs of 
those parliamentarians who have submitted documents 
indirectly intended to prolong the legislature: to gain 
time before elections are held, maybe even to achieve the 
aim of getting the old parliament to approve the noto- 
rious slate-wiping measures designed to save the skins of 
those caugut up in the bribe-city investigations. 


So it was a day of high tension, while rumors spread 
concerning pressure supposedly put on the Quirinale to 
postpone the dissolution of parliament by a few days or 
a week. This pressure came from the DC [Christian 
Democratic Party] which is to hold the People’s Party's 
founding congress in January; and frc ~ Berlusconi's 
camp, as implicit in the latter's attack « 1 the head of 
state Wednesday. Officially all this has been denied, but 
the fact remains that the schedule has been drawn out 
already: The date of the debate on the motion of no- 
confidence in the government will be officially pro- 
nounced today by Chamber of Deputies Speaker Napol- 
itano, but everybody has known since yesterday that it 
has been set for 12 January. [passage omitted] 


So the debate will be held, but when? This issue was 
addressed yesterday at a meeting of lower house floor 
leaders. Many different positions emerged. PDS [Dem- 
ocratic Party of the Left] floor leader Massimo D’Alema 
pressed for the debate to be held as soon as possible, 
possibly even 27 December: “Institutional life has its 
rules,” he said, “and we cannot pretend they do not exist. 
For the first time there is a no-confidence motion signed 
by 140 parliamentarians from the majority. So why do 
they want to put the debate off until after the holidays? 
Something so important, so decisive, must be debated 
immediately. We suggest 27 December. Some people 
object: “What about the holidays?’ No, no, no...you can't 
have it both ways. If you table a motion of no-confidence 
in the government, you don’t then just pack up your bags 
and go on vacation.” The Christian Democrats and 
Socialists held a totally opposite view, calling for the 
debate not to be held until at least 11 or 15 January, 
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when parliamen: reopens. [Lower house Speaker] §’ ),.ol- 
itano suggested a date somewhere in between, aro 7 
January. The PDS, Communist Renaissance, ad MSI 
[Italian Social Movement] agreed to that date, but the 
League wanted everything to be put off until 15 January: 
“Any earlier would be joke,” floor leader Maroni said. 
So Napolitano decided to put off the final decision until 
after his consultations with the Quirinale. 


How is this debate interwoven with the issue of dis- 
solving parliament? Apparently the head of state is 
determined to keep the two questions as separate as 
possibic, although it will not be easy. Scalfaro mai: ‘ains 
that the dissolution of parliament is an act dictated by 
his institutional role, since the electoral law has been 
modified, the people want a different parliament from 
the one elected in 1992, and the party geography has 
totally changed. So the problem of the government is a 
decoy. [Radical leader] Pannella, for example, who is at 
the head of a group of signatories to the no-confidence 
motion, demanded that: “Ciampi resign immediately, 
since more than one-third of his majority has tabled a 
no-confidence motion.” Then, in Pannella’s view, 
Ciampi himself would head a “politically and institu- 
tionally strong government, with Segni as deputy pre- 
mier and Pannella as foreign minister.” 


Occhetto Criticizes Segni's Political Wavering 


94ES0199A Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian 21 Dec 
93 ps 


[Interview with PDS Secretary Achille Occhetto by Nino 
Bertoloni Meli at PDS headquarters; date not given: 
“Occhetto: “What a Mean Fellow That Segni Is") 


[Text] “J/e asked us to support him for prime minister, 
but he certainly does not have what it takes to be a 
leader,” {preceding word in English] says the PDS {[Dem- 
ocratic Party of the Left] secretary, who is preparing to 
dump his former ally of the referendum campaign. “Segni 
says we are the old PCI {Italian Communist Party]; he 
wants to play the game with marked cards.” 


“| have kept quiet until now,” Occhetto said. “I have let 
matters take their course and put up with it, but I can't 
take it any longer. Now it is time for me to give Segni a 
piece of my mind.” The scene was the PDS secretary's 
second floor office at Botteghe Oscure [PDS headquar- 
ters}; the time was 1300 hours, and Achille was showing 
his anger. An interview that was supposed to show how 
matters stand with respect to the “programmatic round 
table” of the Left was transformed into a harsh “j'ac- 
cuse™ aimed at the leader of the “People for Reform” 
movement and former ally of the referendum campaign. 


Occhetto was like a river overflowing its banks. “What a 
mean fellow, that Segni,” he declared. “He has made us 
waste a lot of time, first by camouflaging himself as a 
progressive and then by saying that he wanted to lead the 
moderate coalition. Nothing objectionable in that. But 
he cannot—and must not—take the liberty of depicting 
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us as ‘old communists,’ with the intention of excluding 
us from the game before it has even begun.” 


[Mei] Deputy Occhetto, have you yourself not postu- 
lated the legitimacy of reconstructing a moderate and 
uncorrupted centrist coalition that is capable of com- 
peting with the Left? Why thea are you so angry at Segni? 


[Occhetto] I am frankly shocked and disheartened, even on 
the human level. I did not expect such an obscurantist 
attitude from Segni—an attitude that so strongly contradicts 
the basi. «nets of his politics. He presented himself on the 
political scene as the man who by changing the rules was 
intending to create in Italy—at long last—the programmatic 
alternatives that will make fair and honest competition 
possible between moderates and progressives. 


{Meli] And isn’t this in fact what is happening? 


[Occhetto}] Not at all. Segni wants to play with marked 
cards. He ts g0..g around saying that we will be “old 
politics”—that the coalition we want to build would 
simply be “the old PCI.” In doing so, he demonstrates 
that he does not have what it takes. A real leader of the 
moderates who wants to be reassuring should avoid 
stooping to meanness and sincerely acknowledge the 
legitimacy of his adversary. The really disturbing thing is 
the fact that he is forming a Segni-Amato-Mastella party. 
Among other things, Amato and Mastella were not in the 
past—and certainly are not today—champions of insti- 
tutional reform who desire to escape from the old 
political system. 


[Meh] Dwen wot the PDS’ insistence that it does not want 
to exclude Cass itta from the “roundtable” facilitate that 
type of critxssrn? 


[Occhetto] No; that is ridiculous. We are now accredited 
as a force in the Socialist International, which includes 
members who govern in their countries. On our left, 
groups have emerged with which we are often involved 
i controversy but which have no connection with Euro- 
pean history prior to 1989. Everyone has now accepted 
the concept that an irreversible change has taken place in 
the world. So then, why be scandalized if Bertinotti—or 
someone working under the provisions of the unemploy- 
ment fund—enters the alliance, given the fact that on the 
other side Segni is conferring with Berlusconi—a son of 
the CAF [Craxi-Andreotti-Forlani alliance}—and Licio 
Gelli is once again pontificating and views himself as the 
father of Segni’s “national renewal pact?” Why be scan- 
dalized over those old stories of laughable Soviet tran- 
sistor radios—whether they be true or false—when here 
in our own country, forces that have taken part in coups 
and massacres have resurfaced? Gentlemen, let-us not 
kid ourselves. If we want *o differentiate on the basis of 
names, | fear that there are not many available to the 
moderates. It is therefore better to have a serious discus- 
sion of the programmatic alternatives. 
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[Meli] But is it not logical that there should be contro- 
versy—even harsh controversy—among alternative coa- 
[Occhetto] Of course, but that is not what Segni is doing. 
You can even play hardbali—as in England—while 
acknowledging the worth and integrity of your adver- 
sary. Instead, all of this apparent obfuscation or discrim- 
ination is merely the baggage of the old Republic and 
reminds one of the old traditional DC [Chy . . Dem- 
ocratic Party] that wanted to exclude first one group, and 
then the other, from the political process. Segni’s strategy 
has misfired, and he has ended up by tarnishing his own 
image as a leader even in the institutional area. 


{Meli] And yet, until a few days ago you were allies... 


[Occhetto] If he believed we were old and communist, he 
could have avoided climbing the stairs at Botteghe 
Oscurs to ask me to support the referendum. He could 
have avoided coming to me to ask for a direct commit- 
ment to gather signatures at a time when he was having 
difficulty obtaining the required number. I even 
defended him against the shameful attacks coming from 
within his own camp, and in so doing encountered ill will 
and criticism within my own party. 


[Meli] Then there was your private meeting with him 
before this summer. What did you say to each other? 


[Occhetto] He asked me to make him the progressive 
coalition’s candidate for prime minister. | responded by 
saying: Look, I already suggested you, together with 
Napolitano, when I was leaving the Palazzo del Quiri- 
nale [office of the president of the Republic]. I added, 
however, that the appointment of the prime minister 
could no longer be decided by negotiations among the 
party bosses [preceding word in English]. At one point he 
asked me straight out: “Don't you ever want to be prime 
minister?” I calmly replied that this was not the problem, 
but that in a new political situation you had to consider 
the alliances—the other partners [preceding word in 
English] of the coalition—and that you had to think of 
them first of all. That seemed to convince him, but since 
then he has, so to speak, turned cool. 


(Meli] And what conclusions have you drawn from this? 


[Occhetto] I would not want Segni to think that the new 
forces are only those who are willing to support him in 
his campaign for Palazzo Chigi [Office of the Prime 
Minister]. He has a personalistic and somewhat egocen- 
tric approach to the problem. 


{Meli] But, Deputy Occhetto, for this political center to 
be reconstructed, should it not be clearly differentiated 
from the Left? 


[Occhetto}] The fact is that in this respect too, Segni is 
following in the footsteps of the old DC. He wants to 
reconstruct—in the laboratory—the bogeyman of com- 
munism, and accordingly aims at defining the election 
campaign in ideological terms. He wants to give the 
impression that in Italy nothing has changed. If he 
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continues along these lines, we shall have an election 
campaign that is a paradox. We shall have a Left that is 
endeavoring to be programmatic, and a Right that is 
instead ultraideological—a right that would like to 
defeat, destroy, and eliminate the PDS: in short, to 
exclude it from the game. Their plan will backfire, 
however. 


[Meli] Is it not true, however, that you are angry because 
of the fact that after the meeting with Agnelli, Segni said 
the industrialists are giving no consideration to the PDS? 
[Occhetto] That assertion of Segni’s is also old politics. 
He does not realize that even Confindustria [General 
Confederation of Italian Industry] is moving in a dif- 
ferent direction. It is not betting on one party rather than 
on another; instead, it is addressing itself to all political 
forces with equal seriousness. Abete’s 10 points-—which 
I have appraised by discussing them in depth— do in fact 
symbolize this change. 


{[Meli] Deputy Occhetto, now that the PDS has said yes 
to the budget bill, are the elections any nearer? 


[Occhetto] With that action, we believe, the work of this 
legislative session has ended. It is now up to Scalfaro. 
The only useful speeches will now be addressed to the 
voters and no longer to the members of Parliament. 


[Meli] And what speech will you be making to your allies 
of the “progressive round table?” 


[Occhetto] I will propose that the alliance have as its 
objective not a government of the Left but a government 
of democratic reconstruction. We of the PDS will carry 
out a policy of service. 


[Meli] It appears that other progressive partners [pre- 
ceding word in English] want to hold bilateral meetings. 


[Occhetto] We are eight organizations in number. If we 
all chose to meet with each other, we would be holding a 
total of 64 meetings, with the result that we would be 
convening the round table for elections that had already 
taken place. Let us forget all personalisms or motives 
that are inspired by a desire for prestige, and let us go for 
the substance. 


PDS Victory Raises Fear of Welfare State 


94ES0188A Rome ESPRESSO in Italian 19 Dec 93 
pp 40-42 


[Article by Claudio Rinaldi: “Who Is Afraid of Iron 


Mustache?”} 


[Text}/s he winning’ Yes, but he is losing votes. He is 
anxiously charting his course by the seat of his pants. He 
is afraid of running into trouble with the law. And yet the 
Great Crusade of the new centrists has been launched 
against the Achille threat. Let us see what is behind this 
witch hunt against the welfare state. 
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Public enemy number one is state socialism, and number 
two is the welfare state. These are the monsters, the 
bogey men, evoked Sunday, 5 November, by the victory 
of progressive candidates in the municipal elections in 
Rome, Naples, Genoa, Venice, and Trieste. Never mind 
that there has been an overall decline in votes cast for the 
PDS [Democratic Party of the Left]; that the MSI 
{Italian Social Movement], averaging over 16 percent of 
the votes, is the leading Italian political party; that there 
are now Lega mayors in sO many important cities in 
Piedmont, Liguria, and the Veneto. Never mind that the 
market greeted the victories of Rutelli, Bassolino, Sansa, 
Cacciari, and Illy with a sigh of relief and refused to see 
them as subversives capable of anything. For this scared 
and shrunken Italy that yearns for the years when the 
easy target of anticommunism existed, the red alarm 
now sounds more menacing than ever. Achille 
Occhetto—the indecisive Occhetto—who was so often 
teased and treated like an inferior being, has now 
become a nightmare, something to be taken senously, in 
other words. And since he can no longer be accused of 
being communist, Leninist, or Stalinist, now they are 
inventing just for him not one, but two, new original 
sins: state socialism and the welfare state. These con- 
cepts are obsessively and repeatedly wielded by Silvio 
Berlusconi, Mariotto Segni, Umberto Bossi, and by 
anyone else who calls himself a restorer of the lost center. 


But be careful. It is not that state socialism and the 
welfare state should not be included among the evils of 
this country. Even ESPRESSO has always been a cham- 
pion for the reduction of public spending, for privatiza- 
tions, and for leaner, more efficient social services. But it 
is depressing to see that, to stem an alleged red tide, 
those two Italian afflictions are now being dug up 
again—and furthermore in such clumsy and calculating 
ways—by those who have been tainted by them all their 
lives, Occhetto included. 


In fact, it was only thanks to the Iron Mustache and his 
predecessors that state socialism and the welfare state 
did not flourish in Italy. On the contrary, they were two 
key features of the Christian Democratic [DC] regime 
and, in the past 10 years, of the socialist regime. The 
DC—-the party to which Segni belonged until the spring 
of this year—was the greatest promoter of the irrespon- 
sible growth in public spending. And Berlusconi's great 
protector, Bettino Craxi was—with his theory of the 
absolute primacy of politics and his hostility toward any 
plans for privatization—a proponent of the worst 
example of state socialism seen since the end of the war. 
That it why the warnings against state socialism coming 
from some quarters ring false. But even the way they are 
waging the attack against Occhetto and against his two 
hereditary defects, with which his opponents say he is 
afflicted, is confusing. In fact, something incredible is 
going on. Just when the PDS secretary is expounding 
pragmatism, diluting his party's identity, and supporting 
the cause of the progressives in general, those who are 
homesick for the center appear to be more imbued than 
ever with ideology. They rant and rail against state 
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socialism with the same passion with which they adver- 
tise, 24 hours a day, their creed: the market, liberalism, 
the West. We are obviously not witnessing a great 
innovation. But when platitudes are repeated so persis- 
tently, they become dangerous fixations—or, to be more 
respectful, merely ideological positions. As such, they do 
not help to understand or to act. 


It would be useless, for example, to ask Berlusconi how 
he proposes, on a practical level, to give more teeth to the 
privatizations policy. It would be useless to ask Segni, 
again on a practical level, how he intends to “eliminate 
the dead wood in public administration,” as he is 
preaching. Unfortunately, the values of the center are 
presented as pure ideology. It seems to be a very long 
step from statements to platforms to decisions. 


There is a reason for this insistence on ideology. It 
specifically indicates the neocentrists’ attempt to create 
for themselves a position comparable to that enjoyed by 
traditional anticommunism. They shout that Occhetto- 
Hannibal is at the gates, they appeal to the fear of the 
Left because they think this is the quickest and easiest 
way to get votes. And they proceed blindly, with their 
heads down, and not even a sense of how ridiculous they 
may seem serves to slow them down. Is the Iron Mus- 
tache being blamed for the “misery, terror, and deaths” 
(Berlusconi) caused by communism in this century? 
Actually, he is. And what if real capitalism—not the one 
the center ideologists are raving about—is what caused 
the improvement in the lira’s exchange rate and the stock 
market index immediately after 5 December? Well, too 
bad. And who gives a damn if someone objects that, at 
the same time, there is something repressive and provin- 
cial about turning the Left into demons? 
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Let it be understood that Occhetto is neither a genius nor 
a saint. ESPRESSO has criticized his policies an infinite 
number of times and did not hesitate to describe the 
relationship between the PDS and the kick-back system 
already back in May, with a cover story on “Occet- 
topoli,” long before rumors began to circulate about the 
possible legai proceedings against the secretary. But 
precisely because he has always charted his course by the 
seat of his pants with such anxiety and with such a sword 
of Damocies hanging over his head, it is hard to think of 
Occhetto as a mortal threat to the free market or, who 
knows, to democracy. He is part of the Italian crisis and 
he is trying to find a way to get out of it. 


It is not certain that the neocentrisis’ attempt will 
succeed. For the most part they are failed prima donnas 
and, as the relationship between Berlusconi and Segni 
demonstrates, they are divided by a thousand rivalries 
and suspicions. They also underestimate the importance 
of what has happened in the last two years in Italy. They 
do not understand that an overwhelming majority of 
citizens perceives the center as the focal point of the 
Tangentopoli bribery scandal. And they mistakenly 
believe that recycling the characters and slogans is easy. 
Instead, the reality—to quote Industry Minister Paolo 
Savona—is that “unemployment is pushing Italy toward 
the Left and the revolt against taxation, to the Right.” 


However it turns out, the crusade against Occhetto is not in 
the best interests of the country. It is explicitly aimed at 
delaying the creation of a complete democracy that alter- 
nates the government between opposing sides. And as 
Marcello Pera warns in LA STAMPA, it actually risks “the 
reinvention of the DC”: that is, a state-party that uses 
proclamations against the Left to cover up corruption and 
bad government. Frankly, it is the last thing we need. 
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Basque Leader Antonio Ardanza Interviewed 


94ES0197A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 6 Dec 93 
pp 27-30 


[Interview with Jose Antonio Ardanza, head of the 
Basque autonomous government, by Ana de Benavides, 
at his home in Ajuria Enea; date not given: “Ardanza 
Claims Gonzalez Government Has ‘Tvoyed’ With 
Basques” ] 


[Text] From his residence in Ajuria Enea, Jose Antonio 
Ardanza is waiting anxiously to learn the policy of the 
new interior minister, Antoni Asuncion; is saddened by 
the latest ETA [Basque Fatherland and Liberty Group] 
attack, which was aimed directly at the PNV [Basque 
Nationalist Party}; and is irritated at the Spanish Gov- 
ernment’s failure to move ahead on the Guernica 
Charter. The Basque leader maintains that Felipe 
Gonzalez’s policy of making ad hoc coalitions with 
disparate parties is “not intelligent.” 

[de Benavides] As the sergeant major of the Ertzaintza 
[Basque Autonomous Police] lay at death's door, I was 
asking myself: How long will the ETA continue? 


[Ardanza] Until they decide to change. We have 
exhausted every possible way of reaching out to them. 
The Ajuria Enea accord laid out the framework for a 
solution, so there is no need for further speculation about 
what ought to be done. How long will the ETA continue? 
Until they decide, once and for all, that agreeing to play 
by the rules of the democratic game does not constitute 
a surrender or humiliation of any kind. 


[de Benavides] I presume that this latest attack throws 
into question the path of dialogue with the terrorist 
Organization. 


{Ardanza] If they interpret dialogue as just a way to see how 
many more concessions they can extract from their inter- 
locutors, then yes, dialogue would be a mistake. Sure, let's 
have dialogue, so long as the goal is to arrive at a definitive 
solution. It is difficult to change ETA’s attitudes through 
police action alone, since standing behind ETA are the 
voters of HB [Herri Batasuna]. If we want to convince these 
people they must integrate themselves into the life of 
democracy, we must formulate a solution through dialogue, 
though admittedly at the present moment there is little 
enthusiasm for further talk. 


[de Benavides] You were always optimistic about the 
ETA’s eventual fate. You even ventured the opinion that 
the highway might solve the problem. 


[Ardanza] I continue to be optimistic, but I never pre- 
dicted when success would come. We have reached a 
point in time where the ETA is politically a failed option. 
It may be able to hang on to the support it still has in HB, 
but the rest of society completely, unequivocally, and 
fearlessly rejects it, saying “Enough already—we don’t 
need to be ‘saved.”” 


[de Benavides} But ETA still exists, and keeps on killing. 


[de Benavides} Relations between the PNV and Cor- 
cuera were good. Are you afraid that under Asuncion the 
ministry will sing a different tune? 


have the same breadth of understanding as Corcuera. 


[de Benavides] How have relations been between the 
PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] and the PNV 
since you went into opposition and the pacts were 
terminated? 


[Ardanza] The first thing that needs to be made clear is 
that the PNV was never in the alliance. [The] 6 June 
[elections] created a peculiar situation, namely that for 
the first time we were invited to participate in the 
government. We were offered the industry portfolio, but 
we were unable to reach agreement on a program of 
government. Frustrated in our first effoit. we tried to 
negotiate a comprehensive accord exiending over the life 
of the legislature. The PSOE did not want that, so we 
decided to change our position and not be in anyoae’s 
camp, but simply to remain open and ready for a 
possible alliance. 

[de Benavides] You are not going to deny that negotia- 
tions have completely collapsed, are you? 


{Ardanza] They have not. What happened is that while 
we were trying to explain our position, the Basque 
Socialist Party launched a political campaign that 
accused us of adopting a postnationalist position and 
tried to lay all the blame for the recession and the 
weakness of this country (the Basque Country) on the 
PNV. That is how we got to where we are now. They are 
not going to succeed in boxing us into that kind of trap. 
That's why we have said we're returning to our historical 
positions, which have always beer. those of an opposition 
party, and no one should be scandalized. 


[de Benavides} You give the impression of trying to 
make too much of your five deputies in Madrid. Anasa- 
gasti, for example, refers to the “enormous destabilizing 
potential” of your five votes. 


[Ardanza) I don’t think so. In fact, we have said over and 
over that our five seats are not enough to give the PSOE 
an absolute majority. We have not oversold anything, 
gut neither do we sell ourselves short. The PNV con- 
tinues to be the backbone of the Basque Country, with 
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considerable prestige in international fora and a much 
greater specific gravity than that conferred by our five 
votes. 


[de Benavides] What was the PNV's mistake? 


{[Ardanza] The invitation to join the government created 
a certain feeling of anxiety. From the very first, we said 
quite clearly that we were prepared to reach a govern- 
mental pact only on the basis of a solid accurd. 1 hen we 
learned that the PSOE preferred to “pick and choose” 
and create many different coalitions, which is not an 
intelligent posture. Gonzalez refused to listen to us and 
opted for ad hoc accords, a strategy which means that 
tomorrow, whenever a bill is to be considered, he will 
have to build a new coalition, and for every accord he 
will have to pay a price. 


[de Benavides] The price for the solid accord of which 
you speak is the Basque Country State Bank and the 54 
devolutions? 


[Ardanza] There are basically two requirements, though 
the Basque Country State Bank has nothing to do with it. 
The Basque Parliament has gone on record—with the 
support of the PP [People’s Party] and the PSOE, so no 
one can accuse us of selling out Spain—in asserting that 
54 pending matters must be resolved to comply with the 
provisions of the charter. Six years have gone by without 
effectuation of the Gu-rnica Charter, and the only thing 
we demand is for the provisions of this organic law be 
implemented. The other requirement for an accord is the 
establishment of an economic and industrial policy. 


[de bsenavides] You seem to be rather “burnt out” on the 
subject of Felipe Gonzalez. 


[Ardanza] In politics, burnt out has nothing to do with it. 
What I do believe is that I was wise not to accept the role 
or fall into the trap that I was offered. 


[de Benavides] By trap, do you mean the offer tendered 
by Felipe Gonzalez? 


SPAIN 21 


[Ardanza] Well, I don’t know about that. I'm not going to 
put that kind of label on it. Basically, the problem here is 
the fact that he refused to accept any of the items on our 
government program agenda. As for the charter, Sol- 
chaga has flatly said that some 20 of the 54 devolutions 
will never happen. 

[de 2enavides] A cabinet minister told me recently tha, 
you, the Basques, were excessive in your demands. 


[Ardanza] That is the disturbing pari—that they think 
it's “overdoing it” to demand implementation of the 
provisions of the autonomy charter. That amounts to 
toying with the Basques and with the people. What is 
happening is that there is total confusion over how to 
move forward on autonomy. The government offered it 
to everyone, and does not know what to do now that 
there are 17 autonomous regions. What is happening? 
Well, at the end of the day the government is stil! fighting 
to maintain a Jacobin and centralist culture. Autonomy 
was approved in a referendum and ratified by the 
appr, ‘Tiate constitutional bodies. The Socialists cannot 
just suddenly start saying they're unable to comply with 
the agreement. That amounts to breaking one's promise 
and not playing by the rules of the democratic game. 


[de Benavides] Your party is accused of putting the 
interests of the Basque Country ahead of the govern- 
ability of the state. 


[Ardanza] The best way to guarantce governability is to 


implement the laws, especially broad organic laws such 
as the Guernica Charter. 


[de Benavides] Do you think Felipe Gonzalez is politi- 
cally in a desperate fix? 


[Ardanza] Obviously they have an internal problem 
which they have not resolved, and they av’ having a hard 
time governing. But the disorientation of the Socialist 
Government is nothing new: It startcd back in 1988, 
with the schism in the sacrosanct socialist family. 





22 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Finland 


* Daily on Continuing Drop in Support for 
Ahtisaari 


94P20158B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 12 Dec 93 p 2 


[Editorial: “Upcoming Presidential Race More Exciting 
Than Predicted”) 


[Text] The latest HS [HELSINGIN SANOMAT}-Gallup 
Poll confirms that support for Social Democratic presi- 
dential candidate Martti Ahtisaari in December had 
dropped below party support for the Social Democratic 
Party [SDP]. Support for the SDP was measured at 31 
percent, but at the sarne time, only 28 percent backed 


All those challenging Ahtisaari's lead are more giddy. It 
would be difficult for anyone to threaten his number-one 
position in the first round. In the second round Raimo 
llaskivi (18 percent) would seem to still be able to 
present greater opposition than Paavo Vayrynen (14 
percent). HS-Gallup confirms the impression that Vay- 
rynen does not feel it possible he can beat Ahiisaari. The 
proportion in favor of Ahtisaari is overwhelming: 66-34. 


laskivi, on the other hand, could apparently come back 
in a second round. He is favored over Vayrynen by those 
nonsocialist voters who intend to vote for some other 
candidate in the first round. In this survey Abhtisaari's 
lead in the second round is only 56-44. Because of the 
margin of error, the rea) gap might actually be still 
smaller. 


In a poll conducted by Finnish Broadcasting Company's 
television news program, Vayrynen had passed Ilaskivi. 
According to HS-Gallup, however, Iaskivi has main- 
tained his lead. The differences fall within margins of 
error, so that the fight for second place is still a toss-up. 
Whatever the final outcome in the duel for second place, 
it appears that only Haskivi would have any chance 
against Ahtisaari. 


Most recent indications are that Ilaskivi is not picking up 
significantly for the first round except from Conserva- 
tive Party voters. More than Vayrynen and Ahtisaari, he 
also has more or the type of supporters who say they 
could consider changing candidates in the second round. 
Thusly, the present support bases for Vayrynen and 
Ahtisaari are more solidly based. Haskivi could, how- 
ever, place his hopes in that those opposed to Ahtisaari 
will understand this tactic and back Iaskivi already in 
the first round. There are yet no signs of this happening, 
however. 


Support for Elisabeth Rehn, |! percent, is over twice 
that for her party, the Swedish People’s Party. A full 
third of her supporters could consider changing candi- 
dates, however. A little over half of Eeva Kuuskoski's 7 
percent appears unstable. 
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Mounting the opposition to EU [European Union] mem- 


Dee aie nae 


* Presidential Candidate Keijo Korhonen Profiled 
94ENO168A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 23 Nov 93 p 7 


[Article by Anna-Leena Pyykkonen: “Rannanjarvi Says 
Nobody Is Anybody”) 


[Text] In this series HELSINGIN SANOMAT presents 
persons who are running as presidential candidates in 


time he was not yet running for the presidency of 
Finland. 


The candidate of the Finnish People’s | 

Front, the chief editor of KAINUUN SANOMAT loves 
sayings and quips. He is also a masterful talker, lecturer, 
and writer. When Korhonen simplifies and presents 
matters in a pointed way, they can only be interpreted in 
one way. 


If Korhonen is to be elected president, he should main- 
tain a high profile. In past years he became famous for 
his sociobiological view of the world. For him, people are 
members of a pack of hunters. He also stirred people up 
by saying that conscientious objectors are cowards and 
SISSICS. 


“Rannanjarvi says nobody is anybody,” is one of 
Korhonen’s homemade isms. This is typical of his 
cynical attitude twoard life. He behaves well, in a diplo- 
matic way, but he cannot help but take a slightly conde- 
scending view of people. He cannot stand slowness and 
stupidity. 

“Sure there's room for the moneyman, even if he doesn't 
use Rexona,” Korhonen is in the habit of tossing off to 
those who are trying to climb onto the “EC bandwagon” 
quickly and without setting conditions. 
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Kainws Residents in Two Camps 

Korhonen opposes selling Finland's independence to the 
bosses in Brussels. That is the message of his election 
campaign. He is now a single-issue man. On the strength 
of it the candidate will cither captivate or drive away his 
voters. 


Kainuu. They had planned to make of him another great 
man from Kajaani, Urho Kekkonen’s successor. But now 
the people of Kainuu are split into two camps. Many of 
them have lost their faith in Korhonen, and things are in 
a serious state of turmoil in his own newspaper, 
KAINUUN ©4NOMAT. His solid, conservative back- 
woods constitutents want a reliable and more conven- 
tional man to be president for the party. 


Korhonen was born in Melalahti near Paltamo. 


It is still his place of residence and the navel of his world, 
from which he lets fly messages to mankind. The other 
navel is the United States, where the Korhonens fre- 
quently visit. The presidential candidate surprised the 
residents of Kajaani on America Day when he rode down 
Kauppakatu on horseback with a cowboy hat on his 
head. 


The man from Kainuu’'s love of the United States goes 
back to his days at the United Nations. He represented 
Finland 23 times—or more often than anyone clse—at 
general conferences. Later, when he was ambassador to 
the United Nations, b= met his present wife, Anita, who 
is employed as chief editor of a New York Finnish 
newspaper. 


Anita Korhonen manages and comes up with the ideas 
for her husband's election campaign. Some people even 
fear that new love has turned the chief editor's head a bit. 


In addition to her work as a teacher, Anita Korhonen 
writes English-language articles for the KAINUUN 
SANOMAT supplement under the pen name, Pamela. 


The couple's common hobby is horseback nding. They 
do not have their own horses; their mounts are rented. 
The family does not even have a television set. The 
Korhonens do not have time to watch television. 


Korhonen has switched careers often. He indeed sc ys 
that there has to be change in life. From being a scientist 
he easily became a diplomat and from being a diplomat 
a chief editor. 


Foreign Minister From Fall to Spring 


Many people are puzzied as to why Korhonen has gone 
to the trouble of becoming a presidential candidate. 
“I've gotten so much [from my country] that now it's 
time for me to pay it back,” he explained. As president, 
he would like to be strong and keep a tight rein on foreign 
and security policy. 


Korhonen gives an account of his feelings about foreign 
policy in his books. He did not think much of the post of 
ambassador to the United Nations. In particular, he felt 
that running around from one party to another was 
ridiculous. The acidity of his remarks may, to be sure, be 
due to the fact that Korhonen had been ousted from the 
highly regarded post of under secretary of state at the 
Foreign Ministry and sent across the Big Pond |the 
Atlantic]. 

In his opinion, being foreign minister is not a job y~e*h 
writing home about cither. It is overrated, being “per- 
haps the decisionmatkers’ lightest burden.” Internation- 
, asm is “as commonplace an issue for the people of 
Kainuu as a kilogram of rice or a cup of coffee.” 


Korhonen’s background as a scient'st is appropriate for a 
presidential candidate. The subject of his dissertation 
was relations between Russia and Finland in the carly 
1800's. His historical research is rega ded as basic and 
the results of « are still considered to be of current 
importance. In a well-informed manner he fills the 
voting public with apprehension for the Russian danger. 
This must be taken seriously, no maiter what kind of 
Ivan holds the reins of power in our neighbor country. 
There 1s just no trace of the dispassionateness of the 
scientist in what Korhonen lays emphasis on. 


Keijo Korhonen 


* Keyo Tero Korhonen was born in Paltamo on 23 
February 1934. His father was a farmer and his 
mother was an clementary school teacher. 

* He graduated from Kajaani Secondary School and 
studied history, Finr’~h, and economics, among other 
subjects, at © ° «versity of Turku. Korhonen 
defended his: oral thesis on the Finnish Affairs 
Committee, 1811-1826, in 1963. 

* Korhonen was employed as an assistant in the 
Finnish history department from 1959 to 1965. At the 
Foreign Ministry he served as a department secretary, 
department head, and office chief from 1967 to 1972 
and as an assistant department head from 1972 to 
1974. He was a professor of political history at the 
University of Helsinki from 1974 to 1977, 
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e He served as foreign minister from 1976 to 1977 and 
after that as under secretary of state in the Foreign 
Ministry Political Department. He was ambassador 
to the United Nations from 1983 to 1988. Korhonen 
served as an advisory official to the Foreign Ministry 
for a year before he was appointed chief editor of 
KAINUUN SANOMAT. 

¢ Korhonen has published some 10 works, among them 
Finland in Soviet Diplomacy from Tartu to the Winter 
War, or Neighbors Against Their Will, While 
Betraying Security, the Diary of an Ambassador, and 
Urho Kekkonen—the Leader and the Man, the Other 
Side of the Coin. He won the dissemination of infor- 
mation award in 1972. 

¢ Korhonen was chosen to be Urho Kei.onen’s elector 
in 1978. His military rank is captain. He is a member 
of the Finnish Center Party and belongs to the 
{Lutheran} Church. 

¢ Korhonen’s first wife was Licentiate in Medicine 
Anneli Torkkila. His present wife is Anita, nee 
Uggeldahl, a teacher. Korhonen has three adult sons. 


Sweden 


Baltic Policy Reveals Party Divisions on 
Neutrality 


94EN0173B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 30 Nov 93 p 8 


{Article by Thomas Michelsen: “Government Divided 
on Security Policy” 


[Text] The government is split on the issue of Sweden’s 
security policy. The Moderates and the Liberals are on 
one side. The Center Party, which is very close to the 
Social Democratic opposition on this issue, is on the 
other. 


Ultimately this is a question of the main line in Swedish 
foreign policy. Of what is really meant by terms like 
freedom from alliances and neutrality. To make the issue 
more concrete DAGENS NYHETER asked a threat- 
ening but hopefully unlikely question: What would 
Sweden do if Estonia was attacked? 


Prime Minister Carl Bildt (Moderate) has said that he 
does not believe Sweden would retreat to neutrality in 
accordance with international law if a country in our 
vicinity, read Estonia, came under attack. Sweden was 
not neutral during Finland’s Winter War. And it is even 
less likely that we would remain neutral today, Bildt said 
in a speech to the Foreign Policy Institute. 


The prime minister told DAGENS NYHETER that he 
does not think Sweden would send troops to Estonia, for 
example, if it was attacked. 


But he would not rule out the possibility. 


“This is a hypothetical discussion, we should not commit 
ourselves in advance.” 
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Environment Minister Olof Johansson (Center) empha- 
sized that he had no prior knowledge of Prime Minister 
Bildt’s security policy speech. 


Stands By Neutrality 


And he stressed that the Center Party stands by neu- 
trality. Our freedom from alliances in peacetime is 
aimed at neutrality in wartime, Johansson told 
DAGENS NYHETER. 


“The goal is neutrality and this is a position that is 
defined under international law in a war situation. Thus 
it is something robust and concrete. It has not been 
replaced by anything else and therefore it still remains. 


“The Center Party has not swept the formulations away. 
We have also said this before in disputing the prime 
minister's statements.” 


Johansson does not think Sweden would act alone in 
sending troops to Estonia. This would assume the prior 
conclusion of a friendship and assistance pact with 
Estonia in peacetime. And it would be a decisive change 
in our security policy that would call for a broadly based 
consensus in Swedish society as 2 whole. 


The Center Party leader noted that the Social Democrats 
and the Center Party have traditionally had an easier 
time agreeing in this area. 


“And clearly that is still the case.” 


The question was discussed in the spring of 1991 before 
Ingvar Carlsson submitted Sweden's application for EC 
membership. 


“And at that time it was quite easy for Ingvar and me to 
get together while others found it a little harder,” said 
Johansson. 


Close to Moderates 


The Liberal view, on the other hand, is close to the 
Moderate position. Daniel Tarschys (Liberal), chairman 
of the Foreign Policy Committee, is not ruling anything 
out in the event of an attack on Estonia. 


“I do not know what we would do. One cannot predict 
that.” 


DAGENS NYHETER asked if this also applies to mili- 
tary intervention. 


“I am not ruling out military intervention under all 
conditions. We cannot rule anything out,” Tarschys said. 


Tarschys said Sweden has built up its Armed Forces for 
the purpose of defending Sweden. But they have also 
participated in various international peacekeeping and 
peace-creating actions. 


“But I do not think we will become involved on our own 
anywhere outside Swedish territory. On the other hand I 
can iim gine ing involved elsewhere in a joint 
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action with other countries,” said Tarschys. “When 
people talk about a new security policy, it is a question of 
finding new forms for mutual security, and we are just 
starting this process.” 


Pierre Schori, the Social Democratic Party’s foreign 
policy spokesman, attacked Prime Minister Bildt for 
discussing catastrophe scenarios. Debaters can do this, 
but not prime ministers, Schori said. 


When people wonder how we would act if Estonia was 
attacked, they can learn something from how the country 
acted in similar situations, Schori said. 


“But it is misleading to draw parallels with Finland's 
Winter War. That was an entirely different situation, 
and it is impossible to make a comparison, it was too 
long ago.” 


Instead we can look back to a year of actual crisis in the 
Baltics, 1991. 


“The government condemned what happened then. 
Ingvar Carlsson, Sten Andersson, and I took part in 
public demonstrations. We received their elected parlia- 
mentary representatives. We financed their visits to 
Stockholm. It was the same during the Moscow coup 
days. The entire Baltic leadership was welcomed out at 
Ronneberga. They assembled there to meet West Euro- 


pean politicians. 


“We did not stand passively by. But my conclusion is 
that one should not create uncertainty via public specu- 
lation concerning future horror scenarios,” Schori said. 


We asked if he ruled out military intervention. 


“As far as Sweden is concerned, yes,”’ Schori said. 


Equally Definite 


Ambassador and Riksdag member Maj Britt Theorin 
(Social Democrat) was equally definite. 


“We are not bound by military alliances and continue to 
be neutral in wartime. In other words we would not 
become involved in a war. 


“There are many ways in which we can help Estonia, but 
not by sending soldiers there. That would require a 
Riksdag decision to change our security policy. We 
haven't made such a decision and we shouldn't either,” 
Theorin said. 


“I do not think the Swedish people are prepared to take 
stand up and say, ‘Sweden should go to war’ if Estonia is 
attacked, for example. It is not a policy that has strong 
support among the Swedish people.” 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 25 


New Supreme Commander Te Preside Over 
Budget Cuts 

94EN0173A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 3 Dec 93 p 6 


[Article by Sune Olofson: “Owe Wiktorin To Be New 
Supreme Commander’’] 


[Text] He will get a wage increase of around 15,000 
kronor, his own blue service Volvo with a chauffeur, and 
access at all times to a light combat plane of the SK-60 
type plus a helicopter. He must be available to the 
government around the clock and do a lot of hard work 
in return for free uniforms. 


That is what life will be like for Lieutenant General Owe 
Wiktorin when he succeeds Bengt Gustafsson as 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces on | July 
1994. He will be promoted to general at that time and his 
monthly wages will increase fromm 40,000 to around 
55,000 kronor. 


Hopeful 


“Life as supreme commander may be quite agreeable in 
spite of everything. I am hopeful because I think the 
defense forces are moving in the right direction. Quality 
must be paid for by a reduction in the number of units,” 
Wiktorin stressed Thursday [2 December] at a joint news 
conference with Defense Minister Anders Bjorck. 


The defense minister presented Wiktorin as a man who 
is flexible and tough, someone who is very familiar with 
security police issues and enjoys participating in the 
defense policy debate. 


“Wiktorin will need all this when he implements the 
most comprehensive structural change in the defense 
system since 1942,” Bjorck pointed out. 


Sweden’s new OB [Supreme Commander] is currently 
serving as military commander in Kristianstad. The 
present OB, Bengt Gustafsson, is on a birthday trip to the 
United States, but sent a greeting via the defense min- 
ister in which he said that he could not have received a 
better present for his 60th birthday. 


Big Cuts 


Over a period of five years the number of Army brigades 
has dropped from 29 to 16, the number of air divisions 
from 26 to 16, the number of regiments from 43 to 35 
and the curve is still headed downward. If there is a 
Social Democratic government after the next election 
there will probably be no more than 10 brigades. 


Does Wiktorin have a pain threshold when it comes to 
the type of defense force he is prepared to lead when the 
military organization is being trimmed at an increasingly 
rapid pace? 


“The Army, Air Force and Navy are already balancing 
on the edge of the lowest satisfactory level. We are close 
to a point where real pain will be felt. The important 
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thing just now is to implement the 1992 defense act and 
we will worry about future problems later. If you pile 
hypothetical problems up in front of you, it creates a wall 
that becomes almost insurmountable. Then you cease to 
be a human being,” maintained Wiktorin, who has a 
minicomputer on his bicycle so he can see how far and 
how long he exercises on the Skane plains. 


Wiktorin wants to safeguard universal military service, 
but he is aware of the problems. 


“Already today at least 7,000 young men are unable to 
receive their training in the Armed Forces. The military 
Organization is too small to enable us to conscript 
everyone. Therefore I recommend the reintroduction of 
a shorter training period for some, for example in a 
volunteer Home Guard, so that universal military ser- 
vice can be maintained.” 
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Uncertain Situation 
Wiktorin pointed out that the security policy situation in 


countries close to us is very uncertain and he also took 
the opportunity to strike a blow for the defense industry. 


“It is at a very high level today and there are several reasons 
for us to protect the defense industry's opportunities to 
supply the nation with high-tech defense systems.” 


Now that the supreme commander has been selected the 
key piece has also been put into place in the Defense 
Ministry’s big domino game in which the new adminis- 
trative chiefs of the Armed Forces will be named. A 
whole new military leadership will probably be 
appointed within the next few weeks. 














FBIS-WEU-93-247 
28 December 1993 


Denktas Criticizes Greek Cypriot Arms Buildup 
7A2712150093 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the Greek 
Cypriot arms buildup is creating an increasingly serious 
situation on the island and that the Turkish Cypriot side 
cannot accept it. He pointed out that Turkey has the 
right to say stop to the Greek Cypriot arms buildup. 
Otherwise, he said, a conflict that might erupt one day 
will cause great damage to the whole of Cyprus, and 
especially to the Greek Cypriots. It is meaningless to go 
on with the negotiations, Denktas stressed, as long as the 
Greek Cypriot arms buildup crisis continues. 


Denktas spoke to TAK [Turkish Cypriot News Agency] 
about his views on the Greek Cypriot arms buildup and 
about Greek Cypriot leader Glavkos Kliridhis’ disarma- 
ment offer. 


Denktas said that Kliridhis’ offer is nothing but a tactical 
approach aiming to eliminate the guarantee agreements. 
Lately, Denktas said, the Greek Cypriot side was criti- 
cized in the UN secretary general’s report as well. The 
world is beginning to realize that the Greek Cypriot side 
is hiding behind the fake title of the Cyprus government 
and trying to usurp the entire island, he stressed, adding: 
As usual, the Greek Cypriot side exploded a smoke bomb 
to divert attention. 


Denktas said that je proposal to give UN conirol to the 
weapons of the Turkish and Greek «nits on the island is 
part of this smoke bomb. He added: Kliridhis is evading 
the real issue. 


President Denktas charged that Greek weapons are con- 
stantly being delivered to the island, and that renovated 
tank: are returning to Cyprus. He said: These are not 
preparations for peace. We must not remain passive 
observers of this development. Turkey has the right to 
say stop to this. 


Denktas said that Turkey’s responsibility regarding the 
future of the Turkish Cypriot people and of the island is 
a legitimate responsibility. Otherwise, he said, a conflict 
that might erupt one day will cause great damage to all 
Cyprus, and especially to the Greek Cypriots. 


Foreign Minister Returns From Cairo Visit, 
Comments 


NC2312215893 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 2100 GMT 23 
Dec 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis described 
his visit to Cairo as very successful because he had the 
opportunity to revive relations and open a dialogue 
aimed at closer cooperation. In a statement on his return 
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from Cairo, Mr. Mikhailidhis said that Egypt is a leading 
power in the region and that Cyprus can look to it for 
support. 


Referring to Turkey's reaction to the appointment of an 
observer by the European Union, Mr. Mikhailidhis 
noted that Turkey does not want the European Union to 
become involved while aspiring to become a member 
and refuses the Union a role in an issue that is clearly 
European. Mr. Mikhailidhis stressed: Turkey's refusal 
reveals the fact that it does not desire a solution to the 
Cyprus issue. 


Civil Servants’ Strike Leaves Island ‘Paralysed’ 


NC2812095893 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 0727 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] Nicosia, Dec 28 (CNA)}—Cyprus was paralysed 
Tuesday [28 December] by a 24 hour strike called by 
civil servants which also affected all flights in and out of 
the island. 


Banks also remained closed as bank employees stayed 
away from work in a dispute with managers over public 
holidays during the Christmas period. 


The strike by some 10,500 civil servants was over a pay 
dispute. Their union, PASYDY [Pancypriot Union of 
Civil Servants] said the government was refusing to 
implement an agreement to give them a 5.25 per cent 
salary increase for the years 1992-94. 


President Glavkos Kliridhis had offered to grant the pay 
rise provided the public servants agreed on 2 wage freeze 
for the next three years. PASYDY refused to give such an 
undertaking. 


An official announcement said that at its next meeting, 
the Council of Ministers would examine a bill providing 
for the payment of the 5.25 per cent pay rise which 
would include a provision barring any further salary 
increases to public sector employees during the three 
year period 1995-97. 


The statement said if the House of Representatives 
failed to approve this provision then the government 
would have to resort to additional tax measures. 


The government estimated that granting the pay 
increases would involve an additional annual expendi- 
ture of 22 million pounds (about 44 M. U.S. dollars). 


The civil servants union said the government demand 
for a pay freeze was contrary to international treaties 
governing industrial relations. 


The strike affected not only all government offices but 
civil aviation staff working at Larnaca and Paphos 
Airports. Only skeleton staff were present at the govern- 
ment hospitals and casualty departments as well as 
manning air traffic control centers. 
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Spokesman on Demirel’s Greek-Turkish Relations 
Remarks 


NC2712215393 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1900 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] Commenting on Turkish Prime Minister 
Suleyman Demirel’s statement [on Greek-Turkish rela- 
tions], government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said 
that Greece, a European Union state that is a member of 
NATO and the CSCE, is the primary guarantor of peace, 
stability, and security in the southern Balkan region. 


Venizelos said: Demirel’s statement and other state- 
ments by Turkish officials are not only unfounded, they 
are also unprovoked. They create a climate of tension in 
bilateral relations—something that, unfortunately, is a 
fixture of Turkish policy. 


The spokesman stressed: Cultivating tension and 
directly or indirectly promoting Turkish interests can in 
no way form the basis for improving bilateral relations. 
The Greek Government had the opportunity to 
announce its position on Greek-Turkish relations in its 
policy statement, and it would be good for the Turkish 
officials to refer to it. The spokesman concluded: 
Including Cyprus in the Greek defense area is an obvious 
consequence of the current state of the Cyprus issue, 
which is an issue of invasion by the Turkish forces and 
the ongoing Turkish occupation of 40 percent of the 
island in violation of all international laws. Venizelos 
stressed that promoting a just and viable solution to the 
Cyprus issue requires Turkish side to make honest and 
substantial changes in its position. 


Comments on Skopje, Reiterates Positions 


NC2712183293 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 27 Dec 93 


[Text] Government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said 
today in Thessaloniki that the Greek positions on Skopje 
are well known, firm, and clear. Answering reporter's 
questions, the spokesman did not rule out any possi- 
bility, such as closing the border. 


[Begin recording] [Venizelos] First, the Greek positions 
on Skopje are well known, firm, and clear. Second, 
Greece has all those comparative advantages that allow 
it to operate as the primary guarantor of peace, stability, 
and security in the region. My expression becomes 
particularly significant when referring to Albanian- 
Skopjean relations. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Could the border with 
Skopje be closed? 


[Venizelos] Our position is clear. As the prime minister 
said, nonrecognition implies the adoption of a broad 
range of measures. Decisions on these measures will be 
made depending on Skopje’s stance. We are waiting for 
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Skopje to prove that its stance has changed. That is, that 
its recent intransigence and provocativeness has 


stopped. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Have you set up a time- 
table? 


[Venizelos] There is a timetable, but I do not want to be 
any more specific today. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Are there any indications 
of what will happen? 


[Venizelos] There are no indications. I do not want the 
recent decisions of European Union members to estab- 
lish diplomatic relations to be misunderstood. The for- 
eign ministers of states that have established relations 
with Skopje had the opportunity to stress this. I hope 
that [Macedonian President Kiro] Gligorov’s govern- 
ment received the message. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Does the timetable con- 
cern the elections and its result in the neighboring state? 


[Venizelos] Greek foreign policy is not determined by 
Skopje’s internal developments. We protect our national 
interests and the national issue. | must stress that the 
Greek positions safeguard peace and stability in the 
region. Therefore, our basic arguments are not historical 
or symbolic ones but modern arguments referring to 
international law and the region’s status quo. [end 
recording] 


Truckers Stop Macedonian Tankers From 
Refueling 


NC2712222193 Paris AFP in English 2208 GMT 27 
Dec 93 


[Text] Thessaloniki, Greece, Dec 27 (AFP)—Greek lorry 
drivers Monday [27 December] prevented petrol-tankers 
from neighbouring Macedonia from filling up with fuel 
at state owned refineries here, the Greek agency Mace- 
donia Press said Monday. 


The Greeks, members of the HGV-drivers association, 
Filippos, were protesting “the intransigent policies” 
being followed by the Macedonian authorities in Skopje 
in “using emblems and names belonging to the Greek- 
Macedonian cultural heritage,” the agency said. 


Thessaloniki is in the Greek nortivern province called 
Macedonia. Greece has bitterly opposed the recognition 
of the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia main- 
taining that its name implies territorial ambitions on its 
northern province. 


After several hours, the drivers from the former Yugo- 
slav republic left the state-owned EKO refineries to fill 
up at the town’s two private oil companies. 


Unconfirmed rumours have been circulating in Athens that 
EKO intends to stop supplying tankers from Macedonia. 
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Demirel Hails ‘Goodwill’ in Relations With Iran 
LD2712211493 Tehran Voice of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran First Program Network in Persian 2030 GMT 27 
Dec 93 


[Excerpt] Turkish President Suleyman Demirel said 
Tehran-Ankara relations have entered a new phase in the 
expansion of all-round cooperation between the two 
countries. At a news conference at noon on Monday [27 
December] Suleyman Demirel described Turkey's most 
important political and economic issues in 1993. He 
said: Last year relations between Iran and Turkey 
enjoyed goodwill and a growing trend in the security, 
commercial, economic and political fields. Demirel said 
he will travel to Iran in 1994. [passage omitted] 


Cetin Calls Near East Talks ‘Very Beneficial’ 


TA28 12084793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 0800 GMT 28 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin returned to 
Turkey last night after visits to Egypt and Qatar. In a 
statement at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport, Cetin said his 
contacts in both countries were very beneficial. He 
pointed out that during his contacts in Egypt, an 
exchange of views was held on the developments taking 
place within the framework of the Middle East peace 
conference and on issues concerning the two countries. 
He stated that the property problems of Turkish citizens 
in Egypt were also raised, adding: We also discussed the 
issue of having Turkish prisoners convicted in Egypt 
finish the remainder of their sentences in Turkey. 
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Cetin noted that Turkey and Egypt signed a cultural 
exchange program for 1994-95 and an agreement pre- 
venting double taxation. The foreign minister recalled 
that he delivered an invitation from President Demirel 
to President Mubarak to visit Turkey. 


Cetin said that while in Cairo, he met with Palestinian 
head of state Yasir “Arafat, who proposed that Turkish 
units participate in the police force to be deployed in 
Gaza and Jericho. 


Hikmet Cetin said that during his contacts in Qatar, the 
two sides determined the priority i;sues they will discuss 
next year and signed a memorandum of understanding. 


Government Offers To Help Develop Macedonian 
Air Force 


AU2812071093 Skopje MIC in English 27 Dec 93 


[Unattributed report: “Turkish Help for the Macedonian 
Military Airforce™] 

[Text] The commander of the Macedonian Military 
Airforce Colonel Mile Manolev held talks at the General 


Staff of the Turkish Armed Forces regarding the 
advancement of the military cooperation. 


Manolev also held a meeting with the commander of the 
Turkish Military Airforce and Antiaircraft Defense Gen- 
eral Ilalis Burhan, who expressed the readiness of official 
Ankara to allocate concrete help for the constitution of 
the Macedonian Military Airforce and personal training. 


Colonel Manolev will be taken to see military polygons 
and factories which have the character of best kept 
military secrets, which confirms Turkey's determination 
to help in the development of the Macedonian Armed 
Forces. 
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